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OAU Council of Ministers Meets in Addis Ababa 


$28-Million Budget Requested 
EA2202062589 Addis Ababa in English to Neighboring 
Countries 1530 GMT 21 Feb 89 


[Text] The OAU secretary general, Mr Ide Oumarou, 
today requested a budget of over 28 million U.S. dollars 
for the organization for 1989-90. The request was made 
in a report submitted by the secretary general to the 49th 
ordinary session of the Council of Ministers of the OAU, 
which began its deliberations in Addis Ababa yesterday. 
Mr Oumarou said that ihe $28-million budget takes into 
account the economic problems faced by member coun- 
tries and at the same time seeks to strengthen the 
secretariat financially so as to enable it to carry out its 
diverse activities and programs. On political matters, the 
OAU secretary general said that relations between mem- 
ber states have been marked by dynamic [word indis- 
tinct] during the period under review. 


UN Accused of ‘Interference’ 
MB2202204889 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1910 GMT 22 Feb 89 


[Text] The OAU today accused unnamed permanent 
members of the United Nations Security Council of 
colluding with South Africa in an attempt to influence 
Namibia’s transition to independence. 


In a report debated by Africa. foreign ministers, the 
OAU’s Liberation Committee criticized a decision by 
the UN Security Council to cut the size of Namibia's 
transition keeping force to 4,650 from 7,500. The report 
said the real reason for some permanent members of the 
Security Council’s persisting in their demands for the 
reduction is not for cost-saving purposes, but a veiled 
attempt in collusion with South Africa to influence the 
electoral process in favor of the Pretoria regime and its 


surrogates. 


Meanwhile, an ANC official today accused South Africa 
of forming guerrilla units to destabilize Namibia if black 
nationalists win independence elections. ANC Treasurer 
Thomas Nkobi told a press conference in the French 
capital, Paris, the ANC has reports of commandos being 
established in Namibia by the South Africans, along the 
lines of UNITA and Renamo. He said the ANC did not 
trusi Pretoria to honor an international accord to make 
Namibia independent. Mr Nkobi said the ANC sus- 
pected South Africa would do all it could to ensure the 
election of a puppet government in the territory, which it 
has ruled for much of the century in defiance of United 
Nations resolutions to give it independence. 
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Oumarou on Namibia Force 
EA2202131389 Dakar PANA in English 1545 GMT 
21 Feb 89 


[Text] Addis Ababa, 21 February (PANA)—The com- 
promise on the UN force for the supervision of the 
process for independence of Namibia is far from being 
satisfactory, OAU Secretary General Ide Oumarou said 
on Tuesday {21 February] in Addis Ababa. In his 
progress report, delivered on the second day of the 
meeting of the OAU Ministerial Council, Oumarou 
recalled that the UN Security Council had decided to 
send 4,600 men to Namibia for the supervision exercise 
against the figure of 7,500 stipulated in the Resolution 
435/78. 


The UN Security Council had said that it could only 
send the limited number due to financial constraints. 
Oumarou expressed dissatisfaction with the decision and 
called on the OAU members to show their displeasure by 
ways other than just resolutions. The OAU draft budget, 
to be submitted to the current Ministerial council, makes 
provision for a million US dollars for the independence 
of Namibia. 


The OAU says it will follow up to ensure the correct 
process is adhered to for the independence of the terri- 
tory, and “the sending of civilian and military personnel 
in consultation with the UN”. The move is to fill up the 
gap created by the reduction by the UN of the initially- 
agreed number of persons for the supervision. According 
to Oumarou, it constitutes the materialisation of the role 
Africa is playing in the decolonisation process. 


Earlier, the executive secretary paid homage to all the 
parties that have contributed to the success of the Brazza- 
vile protocol and the New York accord on the indepen- 
dence of Namibia. He said the signing of the agreement, 
however, should not lull Africa to sleep, adding that the 
continent should “now be more than ever vigilant and in 
solidarity” before the proponents of apartheid, who go out 
by one door only to return through the window“. 


Further on apartheid, tne OAU secretary general deplored 
the increasing “general atmosphere of terror” in South 
Africa. He called on African countries to mount a counter- 
offensive against the diplomacy of South Africa. He said 
that Africa should be wary of the statements which have 
been made by De Klerk, the successor of former racist 
Prime Minister Pieter Botha, adding that for the state- 
ments to be credible, they ought to be accompanied with 
positive measures such as the lifting of the state of emer- 
gency, release of Nelson Mandela and other political 
prisoners, the commencement of talks with the liberation 
movements and the organisation of elections based on the 
principle of one man-one vote. 


If there is something positive in the declarations of De 
Klerk, Oumarou said, it is that it reflects a split in the 
ranks of apartheid. 
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SWAPO To Receive Aid 
MB2302063489 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
0510 GMT 23 Feb 89 


[Text] The Organization of African Unity has agreed to 
give financial help to the Namibian nationalist move- 
ment, SWAPO, for its forthcoming independence elec- 
tion campaign. The OAU foreign ministers, meeting in 
Addis Ababa, are still trying to decide on how much. 


OAU Assistant Secretary General Mr Sylvestre Nsanzi- 
mana told reporters that the aid to SWAPO could come 
from fresh contributions by member states or from 
existing OAU funds. The Angolan, South African, and 
Cuban joint commission, which is supervising the move 
to independence in Namibia and the withdrawal of 
Cuban troops from Angola, is meanwhile meeting today 
in the Angolan capital, Luanda. 


Oumarou Namibia Proposal Rejected 
MB2502202389 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1900 GMT 25 Feb 89 


[Text] Foreign ministers of Africa countries have decided ai 
a meeting in Addis Ababa to draw up a resolution strongly 
protesting the reduction in the UNTAG [United Nations 
Transition Group] force in South-West Africa/Namibia. 
However, they rejected a proposal by the secretary general 
of the OAU, Mr Idi Oumarou, that African countries send 
troops to South-West Africa/Namibia themselves to supple- 
ment the UNTAG force. The force was reduced from 7,600 
troops to 4,650 at the insistence of the 5 permanent mem- 
bers to save cost. 


An OAU ad hoc committee on southern Africa will meet 
in Zimbabwe on 22 March for further discussions on the 
South-West Africa/Namibia question. 


Umtata Reports ‘Token’ Force 
MB2502131889 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1200 GMT 25 Feb 89 


[Text] African countries are to send a token military 
force to monitor elections in Namibia. An Organization 
of African Unity source said the size of the force has no* 
yet been determined; however, African foreign ministers 
agreed that the cost be no more than $1 million. The 
OAU has also earmarked $7 million to assist SWAPO’s 
election campaign. The OAU has long recognized 
SWAPO as the sole representative of the Namibian 
people. 


RSA-SWAPO Cease-Fire Proposed 
MB2602121789 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1100 GMT 26 Feb 89 


[Text] The OAU has called for a formal cease-fire between 
South Africa and SWAPO. African foreign ministers have 
directed their request at the United nations at the end of 
their annual conference in Addis Ababa. The request to 
UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar follows a 
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statement by South African Foreign Minister Pik Botha 
that he is going to discuss with De Cuellar the continued 
presence of SWAPO military bases in southern Angola. 
There has been an informal truce between SWAPO and 
South Africa forces, and SWAPO activity is said to have 
tailed off almost completely. 


Cites ‘Sacrifices’ 
MB2302203689 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 23 Feb 89 


[Text] Angolan Deputy Foreign Minister Venancio de 
Moura today urged African countries to honor the sac- 
rifices made by Angola so that Namibia may achieve true 
independence. Addressing today’s session of the 49th 
meeting of the OAU Council of Ministers, Venancio de 
Moura recalled that Angola’s solidarity with the Nami- 
bian people has resulted in many deaths, the crippling of 
its children, and the total destruction of the country’s 
economy. It would be appropriate for Africa to honor 
this, he said. The Angolan deputy minister went on to 
say that South Africa attacked Angola even though the 
New York accords signed in December had already 
taken effect. 


Venancio de Moura appealed for noninterference in the 
domestic affairs of the People’s Republic of Angola so 
that under the terms of the amnesty law, all Angolans 
interested in taking part in national reconstruction may 
reintegrate into society. Accordingly, Venancio de 
Moura praised Congo and Gabon for their solidarity 
with the solution to Angola’s problem within the frame- 
work of African experiences. 


Union Praised 
MB2302065089 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
0510 GMT 23 Feb 89 


[Text] The secretary general of the Organization of 
African Unity, Mr Ide Oumarou, has spoken warmly 
about recent political developments on the continent. In 
a report to the OAU ministerial meeting in Addis Ababa, 
Mr Oumarou singled out the resumption of diplomatic 
relations between Libya with Chad, between Ethiopia 
and Somalia, and Algeria and Egypt. 


Mr Oumarou said the creation of a union of Maghreb 
countries would contribute towards solving the Western 
Sahara dispute. 


Liberation Committee Budget 
EA2302222689 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 23 Feb 89 


[Text] The 49th regular session of the OAU Council of 
Ministers today approved a 1989/90 budget of 
$3,359,652 for the African Liberation Coordination 
Committee. It also unanimously approved the efforts by 
the UN secretary general to block the implementation of 
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the request by the UN Security Council to reduce to 
4,500 the 7,500 troops to be deployed to monitor thc 
liberation of Namibia and the ensuing elections under 
the agreement on Namibia. 


The session also called for the unconditional release of all 
political prisoners including Mr Mandela. It said that since 
the ANC has no alternative but to strengthen its struggle 
and push for the liberation of the South African people, it 
was Calling for comprehensive sanctions against the racist 
regime so as to weaken it and eradicate it completely. The 
session pointed out that in order to prolong its presence, 
this barbarous regime has recruited foreign forces in addi- 
tion to the 100,000 troops it has deployed in the area, with 
the aim of hindering the electoral process to be carried out 
in Namibia. Hence it called on OAU member states to 
increase their assistance and support to SWAPO. The 
Council expressed admiration for the assistance given by 
both socialist and Western countries, as well as the OAU, 
in support of SWAPO’s struggle. 


The session also named a Council of Auditors. The 
countries elected are Burkina Faso, Zambia, Mauritania, 
Togo, Swaziland and Lesotho. 


Palestinian State Recognized 
MB2402195189 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1910 GMT 24 Feb 89 


[Text] African foreign ministers have adopted a resolu- 
tion recognizing the state of Palestine alongside that of 
Israel. An OAU spokesman said today that the resolu- 
tion by the council of ministers of the OAU apparently 
modified a 1973 resolution calling on all members states 
to break off relations with Israel. It also urged a contin- 
uation of the dialogue between the United States and the 
PLO to promote peace in the Middle East. The ministers 
extended their meeting until tomorrow to finalize reso- 
lutions expressing concern at the reducticz of UN peace- 
keeping forces in Namibia and lack of progress in 
resolving the continent's debt crisis. 


Ethiopian on ANC Aid 
EA2302221089 Addis Ababa in English to Neighboring 
Countries 1530 GMT 23 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] Comrade Berhanu Bayeh, member of the Polit- 
ical Bureau of the Central Committee of the WPE and 
minister of foreign affairs, today appealed to all OAU 
member states to assist the African National Congress, 
ANC, in every way possible to enable it to intensify its 
struggle in South Africa. Comrade Berhanu in his 
address to the 49th session of the Council of Ministers of 
the OAU, which began here on Monday, called upun the 
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council for an important and timely decision to increase 
its financial support to the South West African People’s 
Organisation, SWAPO, to enable it to conduct an effec- 
tive electoral campaign. [passage omitted] 


EEC Countries Reach t on Aid 
AB1902223089 Paris AFP in English 1243 GMT 
18 Feb 89 


[Text] Brazzaville, 18 Feb (AFP)}--Twelve West Euro- 
pean nations on Saturday reached a tentative agreement 
that will link for the first time economic aid to 66 poor 
Third-World countries to economic reforms. 


The agreement in principle came at the close of two days 
of talks to prepare the fourth version of the Lome 
Conventions, under which the European Economic 
Community (EEC) grants a wide array of aid and pref- 
erential trade terms to 66 countries of Africa, the Carib- 
bean and the Pacific (ACP). 


The fourth convention, which will cover the years 1991- 
1996, will be marked by the adoption by the EEC of the 
principle—widely used by the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank—that at least some aid will 
depend on how recipient countries manage their econo- 
mies, participants in the talks said. The ACP countries 
strongly object to aid being conditional to the kind of 
austerity measures demanded by the World Bank and the 
IMF. They also say any aid made conditional on reforms 
should be added to existing aid, which amounted to 9.5 
billion dollars for the current Lome Convention. 


Francisco Fernandez-Ordonez, the foreign minister of 
Spain, which currently chairs the EEC, said that in 
setting its aid terms, “the EEC will take into account 
political and social elements, in addition to the technical 
elements taken into account by the IMF.” 


The economies of most ACP countries have been dete- 
riorating under weight of falling prices for their exports, 
notably coffee and cocoa, a mounting debt burden and 
rising interest rates. 


UDEAC Meeting on Satellite Project Begins 
AB2202194589 Libreville Africa No.1 in French 
1830 GMT 21 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] A consultation meeting organized by the gen- 
eral secretariat of the Customs and Economic Union of 
Central Africa [UDEAC} began in Libreville this morn- 
ing by Gabon, the CAR, and Chad. The meeting will try 
to find out ways and means of implementing the subre- 
gional satellite communication system project for Cen- 
tral African countries. [passage omitted] 
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Tanzania 


Warioba Discusses Namibia With Australian 
EA1802100189 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1700 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—Ndugu Joseph Warioba, prime 
minister and first vice president, has said Frontline 
States in the liberation of southern Africa have been 
watching with keen interest to see how the Boer regime 
will implement Resolution 435 on Namibian indepen- 
dence. Ndugu Warioba said this today when he met 
Senator Gareth Evans, Australian minister for foreign 
affairs and trade, who paid a courtesy call on him at his 
office in Dar es Salaam. The prime minister said Tanza- 
nia was anxious to see how the South African Boer 
regime would implement the UN resolution on Nami- 
bian independence. 


Ndugu Warioba also said political and economic coop- 
eration between neighboring East African countries was 
being strengthened despite the collapse of the East Afri- 
can Community in 1977. 


Soviets Prepared to Give Additional Aid 
EA2002112289 Das es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 0700 GMT 20 Feb 89 


[Text] The Soviet Government has pledged to provide 
Tanzania with 20 doctors and 40 secondary school 
teachers any time now as part of efforts to strengthen 
bilateral cooperation. This was disclosed by the Soviet 
ambassador, Mr Sergey Illarionov, in a report to the 
Revolutionary Party chairman, Mwalimu Nyerere, when 
he visited the Mbeya technical college, which is being 
built with Soviet aid at a cost of 600,000,000 shillings. 


The ambassador also said that his country would be 
sending experts this year to continue studies on the 
possibility of turning the college into a national science 
and technical university. Construction of the college, 
which started in 1982, is now 70 per cent completed at a 
cost of 480,000,000 shillings. 


Uganda 


More Elections ‘Successfully Completed’ 
EA2002175889 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 20 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] Reports from various parts of the country 
indicate that RC [Resistance Committee] Three and RC 
Five elections were successfully completed over the 
weekend. [passage omitted] 
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14 Ministers Lose Seats 
AB2602163789 Paris AFP in English 1632 GMT 
26 Feb 89 


[Text] Kampala, Feb 28 (AFP)}—Ten Ugandan cabinet 
ministers and four deputy ministcrs have lost their seats 
in the country’s first parliamentary election since 1980, 
according to the latest election results announced here 
Sunday. . 


Water and Mineral Resources Minister Robert Kitariko, 
who is also secretary-genera!l of the Democratic Party, 
the largest group in the coalition government, was beaten 
by Transport and Communications Minister Ruhakana 
Rugunda. 


It was not immediately clear whether the ministers who 
lost their seats would retain their government portfolios, 
as under the new law, president Yoweri Museveni has 
the right to nominate 20 people to the National Resis- 
tance Council (NRM), or parliament. 


Three ex-members of the government led by former 
President Milton Obote, overthrown in 1985, were 
elected to the NRC. They included former industry 
minister Adonia Teberondwa, former cooperatives and 
marketing minister Yona Kanyomozi and former Min- 
ister of state for education Philemon Mateke. 


Some ministers lost their seats to government coleagues, 
including Planning and Economic Development Minis- 
ter Yoweri Kyesimira, beaten by Minister of State for 
Internal Affairs (Moses Kintu). 


Regional Cooperation Minister Joseph Mulenga and 
Education Minister Joshua Mayanja-Nkangi, leader of 
the Conservative Party, which is also a member of the 
ruling coalition, both lost to the Energy Minister Bidandi 
Ssali. They were all competing for the same seat. Con- 
stitutional Affairs Minister Sam Njuba lost to Deputy 
Finance Minister (Sam Kavuma). 


Other cabinet minister who lost their seats were Reha- 
bilitation Minister Chango Machyo; Industry Minister 
Stanley Tumwine; Environment Minister Joseph Okune, 
Youth, Culture and Sports Minister Edward Kakonge; 
and Minister of State in the President's Office Anthony 
Butele. 


The four deputy ministers who lost were Maumbe Mukh- 
wana, information and broadcasting; Kafumbe Mukasa, 
finance; Israel Kayonde, commerce, and (Kweronda 
Ruhemba), cooperatives and marketing. Tourism Minister 
Brigadier Moses Ali, who heads the National Rescue 
Front, another party in the coalition government, was also 
elected in the north-western district of Arua. 


Results from the rebel northern district of Kitgum, 
which has been the scene of fighting between govern- 
ment trocps and rebels, have yet to be received, while in 
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Gulu, another war-torn district, there was no election. In 
the eastern districts of Soroti and Kumi, elections were 
held, although reports said few voters had turned out. 


Minister of state in the President's office Ateker Ejalu, 
Labor Minister Stanislas Okurut, and Deputy Animal 
Industry Minister (Atoru Okol) were all elected in the 
two eastern districts. 


Prime Minister Departs for Hirohito Funeral 
EA2002112789 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 20 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] The prime minister, Dr Samson Kisekka, has left 
for Tokyo, Japan, at the head of the Ugandan delegation to 
attend the burial of the late Emperor Hirohitoe scheduled 
for Thursday 24 February. [passage omitted} 


Museveni Thanks Libyan Delegation for Loan 
EA2402134689 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 23 Feb 89 


[Text] President Yoweri Museveni has expressed the 
NRM [National Resistance Movement] government's 
appreciation to the Libyan Government for the loan of 
$120 million extended by the Libyan people to Uganda. 
fhe president expressed his thanks to a special delega- 
tion from Libya which called on him at State House 
today. The delegation, headed by Mr Musa Kusa, was 
accompanied by Major ‘Abdallah. 


President Museveni informed the delegation that the loan 
will assist the economy of Uganda, especially in crop 
finance and in the repair of industries such as textiles and 
cement where funds have been lacking. He explained that 
when the industries are repaired, Uganda will be in a 
position to export some industrial products, pointing out 
that Uganda is also willing to import some industrial 
products such as 14-inch TV’s, chemical products, and fuel 
from Libya. He emphasized that the Third World coun- 
tries must make every effort to solve the problem of 
integration of our economies, and bilateral cooperation 
can play a crucial role in tackling this problem. Libya will 
send an economic delegation to Uganda to discuss further 
the issue of bilateral cooperation. 


Other issues discussed during the meeting concern the 
recent developments in the political situation in south- 
ern Africa, especially with regards to the independence 
of Namibia. 


UK Minister Announces Aid Plans, Cites Reforms 
EA2202065089 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 21 Feb 89 


[Excerpts] The British Government has given more 
funds to the Uganda Government in support of its 
economic program. The new package was 
announced today by the British minister for overseas 
development, Mr Chris Patten, when he called on Pres- 
ident Museveni at State House, Entebbe. 
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Under the new package, the British Government will 
release 10 million pounds for program support, 5 million 
pounds for project aid, and another 5 million pounds for 
rehabilitation of the Owen Falls dam. Mr Patten also 
disclosed that 8 million pounds would be provided 
thrwwgh the Commonwealth Development Corporation 
for investment in joint ventures and 500,000 pounds 
through Oxfam for the procurement of agricultural 
implements for areas in northern Uganda. 


Mr Patten told the president that Britain has been 
impressed by the NRM [National Resistance Move- 
ment] government's economic reform program. He 
appreciated .he progress achieved since it came to power 
in 1986. 


President Museveni expressed the NRM government's 
appreciation of this additional support. He pointed out 
that British support even before this additional support 
has been very substantial. He said the NRM government 
is very satisfied with the interaction between the two 
countries. 


The president and Mr Patten discussed some of the ways in 
which the program support (?new) funds will be utilized 
for maximum benefit. They also discussed other issues 
concerning bilateral cooperation. [passage omitted] 


Later, the British minister left for home. He told a press 
conference at Entebbe Airport that he has during the visit 
confirmed the tremendous progress made since the NRM 
government came to power in 1986. The minister reiter- 
ated that his prime minister, Mrs Margaret Thatcher, told 
President Museveni when they met in 1986 about Britain's 
strong support for the NRM government's efforts in the 
reconstruction and restoration of law and order and in 
rebuilding the economy of the country. 


Grants to Uganda from Britain since the NRM govern- 
ment came to power now total | 10 million pounds sterling. 
He said this is a vote of confidence by the British Govern- 
ment and a gesture of further support. He hoped the grants 
would be spent successfully. [passage omitted] 


Muslim Council Condemns Satanic Verses 
EA2502153289 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 25 Feb 8&9 


[Text] The Uganda Muslim Supreme Council has con- 
demned Salman Rushdie, the author of the book 
“Satanic Verses”, considered blasphemous to the 
Islamic religion. In a statement issued yesterday, the 
secretary-general of the Uganda Muslim Supreme Coun- 
cil, Shaykh (Yusuf Isa Byekwaso), called for the destruc- 
tion of the book and its manuscript and appealed to all 
institutions and individuals engaged in importing books 
not to import the book into Uganda. He rejected Rush- 
die’s regret for the embarrassment he caused, saying it 
has no meaning after his ill intentions and moral practice 
of offending Islam have been done. 
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Pik Botha Issues Statement on Luanda Talks 
M 32402163089 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1605 GMT 24 Feb 89 


[Text] The joint commission between South Africa, 
Angola, and Cuba began their first formal meeting in 
Luanda today. 


Foreign Affairs Minister Pik Botha said in a statement in 
Pretoria today that the alleged attack of South African 
Forces on MPLA troops in southern Angola was dis- 
cussed. The South African delegation emphatically 
denied any involvement. 


Angolan and Cuban delegations have maintained that 
there was South African involvement, but they couldn't 
produce any eviden”’e to substantiate their claims. The 
U.S. delegation confirmed thai the United States had no 
evidence to back up any such suggestion, and it was 
decided that the joint monitoring commission should 
dispose of this matter. 


The presence of SWAPO elements between the 16th 
parallel in contravention of the Geneva agreemerit was 
also discussed. The Angolans undertook to sce that 
SWAPO complied with the agreements reached previ- 
ously. Other matters still to be discussed related to the 
safe return of Namibian refugees in Angola, Zambia, and 
other countries to South-West Africa/Namibia, as well as 
the closure of ANC camps in Angola. 


Cites ‘Impartiality Package’ 
MB2402202589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2014 GMT 24 Feb 89 


[Excerpts] Pretoria, Feb 24, SAPA—South Africa and 
Angola/Cuba [as received] have agreed to differ about 
whether SADF troops took part in a recent clash in 
southern Angola, a statement by the minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said today after talks were held in 
Luanda. [passage omitted] 


Mr Botha’s main concern centered on the issues of the 
“impartiality package.” [not further identified] 


There were apparently elements within the United 
Nations who preferred that details of this package be 
kept secret but Mr Botha said it was naive and unrealis- 
tic to do this any longer. He said the secretary-general’'s 
report of January 23, which was approved by the Secu- 
rity Council, explicitly and repeatedly referred to the 
impartiality package. 


“It is simply inconceivable to keep the details away from 
the public after having referred to the impartiality pack- 
age in the report of the secretary general,” the minister's 
Statement said. 
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Mr Botha said his overall impression of the talks was 
that they had been necessary. It was a pity concensus 
could not be reached on the allegations against South 
Africa but it was encouraging that the parties agreed that 
SWAPO should not be south of the 16th parallel. 


Releases ‘Package’ Details 
MB2502053089 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0500 GMT 25 Feb 89 


[Text] The minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, has 
released details of the informal understanding, also known 
as the “impartiality package”, which were reached by the 
parties involved in the implementation of UN Resolution 
435 on South-West African independence. 


In a statement reieased in Pretoria, Mr Botha said there 
were apparently elements within the United Nations 
who preferred that details of the “impartiality package” 
be kept a secret. Mr Botha termed this attitude as naive 
and unrealistic, especially in view of the fact that the 
secretary general of the United Nations had explicitly 
and repeatedly referred to the package in his report of 23 
January, which was approved by the Security Council. 


Key elements of this package include guarantees of full 
freedom of speech, assembly and movement in the 
run-up to the elections in South-West Africa. They also 
instruct the secretary general to review all United 
Nations programs relating to South-West Africa to 
ensure that they are administered on an impartial basis. 


One clause in the package states that the UN will not 
provide funds for SWAPO or any other party during the 
transitional period. The UN council for Namibia will 
also refrain from engaging in all public activities. The 
package also details SWAPO's relinquishment of special 
privileges. It also spells out the monitoring of the existing 
police forces in the territory, on whom the responsibility 
for maintaining law and order rests. 


Discussions ‘Cleared the Air’ 
MB2502185889 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1807 GMT 25 Feb 89 


[Text] Foreign Affairs Minister Pik Botha said a short 
while ago that the South African delegation had reported 
to him on their return [from the joint monitoring com- 
mission meeting in Luanda]. He said there were a 
number of issues on which agreement could not be 
reached, but not of such a nature that would interfere 
with the implementation of the settlement plan for the 
independence of South-West Africa/Namibia or with the 
schedule for Cuban withdrawal from Angola. 


The parties have agreed to pursue matters further at their 
next meeting in Havana in March, including the ques- 
tion of the exchange of prisoners. 
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Taken as a whole, he said the discussions were necessary 
and cleared the air in respect of those issues which had 
created suspicion as to the motives of the parties con- 
cerned. On the issue of SWAPO’s presence south of the 
16th parallel, Mr Botha said he would take up the matter 
directly with United Nations Secretary General Perez de 
Cuellar. In his report of 23 January, which was approved 
by the Security Council, the secretary general stated that 
SWAPO had agreed to comply with the commencement 
of cessation of all hostile acts in accordance with the 
Geneva agreement. 


ANC Condemns Soweto Killing, Urges Unity 
MB2502190289 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 25 Feb 89 


[Text] The national executive committee of the African 
National Congress has condemned the killing of a 13- 
year-vid girl, Finkie Marcia Msomi, on 22 February and 
has called on the people of Soweto to unite to avoid 
conflict among themselves. 


In a statement released in Lusaka today, the ANC said 
Soweto residents should defeat all provocations aimed at 
fomenting strife in their townships. 


On 22 February, unidentified people attacked the house 
in Orlando West, Soweto and killed a girl, injuring other 
people before finally setting the house ablaze. The ANC 
warned that Pretoria will try and take advantage of the 
differences among the people of Soweto to provoke and 
encourage strife. 


ANC Warns of Escalation of Guerrilla Attacks 
MB2502103289 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1000 GMT 25 February 89 


[Text] The ANC has warned South Africa to expect an 
escalation in guerrilla attacks. The chief ANC represen- 
tative in Zimbabwe, Stanley Mabizela, says the ANC’s 
withdrawal from Angola is a tactical move that will not 
affect ANC operations. He added that ANC attacks are 
likely to increase in scale and ferocity. The ANC has 
announced that it is withdrawing its forces from Angola 
following the peace accord between Angola, Cuba, and 
South Africa. 


‘Major Breakthrough’ in Mozambican Trade Talks 
MB2502194589 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 25 Feb 89 


[Text] Cooperation between Mozambique and South 
Africa’s private sector has achieved another major 
breakthrough following discussions in Maputo between 
President Joaquim Chissano and the chairman of a large 
international company, Mr Albert Nelisa. Cliff Saunders 
has the details: 


[Begin Saunders video recording] The meeting yesterday 
between the Mozambican president and Mr Nelisa was 
set up to discuss the expanding cooperation between the 
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multibillion rand company and Mozambique. Well-in- 
formed sources told me that President Chissano 
expressed satisfaction with cooperation between Premier 
International and Mozambique since the signing of the 
Nkomati Accord in march 1984, and that both sides are 
keen on extending this cooperation. 


Following his meeting with the Mozambican president, 
Mr Nelisa met with the vice president of the Mozambi- 
can Chamber of Commerce, Dr Carlos Rebero, an? a 
group of top businessmen in Maputo. Decisions were 
iaken to expand the developmental activities of Premier 
International, not only in Maputo but further afield into 
the provinces of Gaza and Inhambane. 


In October last year, South Africa’s confidence in eco- 
nomic ties with Mozambique was indelibly underlined 
when Foreign Minister Pik Botha opened a new trode 
mission building in Maputo. Mr Botha then expressed 
the need for maintaining good relations to reap mutual 
benefits. Until that, this latest expansion program by a 
leading South African company with strong interna- 
tional ties provides proof of the two countries’ growing 
confidence in each other. It also falls in line with major 
efforts by Mozambique to upgrade the country’s econ- 
omy. [end recording] 


Group Criticizes Viok Statements on Detainees 
MB2302093289 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
23 Feb 89 p § 


[By Nat Diseko} 


[Text] The National Association of Democratic Lawyers 
(NADEL), says it is c’ear from Minister Adriaan Viok’s 
statements that representation for the release of detain- 
ees now fall within the province of the government and 
not the courts. 


NADEL said this in a press statement yesterday. It said 
in a court case, lawyers and even the accused knew how 
to put forward a case that could possibly enable them to 
regain their liberty. 


In the case of the executive (government) deciding on the 
denial or granting of an individual's liberty as compared 
to a court of law, requiret:ents which had to be met to 
satisfy the Minister that a particular detainee be released 
were not known, NADEL said. 


NADEL said the Minister's statement referred to “family 
circumstances” and the evaluation of “attitudes”. The 
standards employed in arriving at decisions relating to the 
release or continued incarceration of a detainee were 


vague. 


They were so vague, NADEL said, that they gave the 
Minister absolute arbitrary powers to release detainees 
or to continue denying them their liberty at his pleasure. 
NADEL said: “In our view, the transfer of jurisdiction 
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from the courts to the executive (government) without 
spelling our criteria for evaluating the cases have created 
a serious legal uncertainty.” NADEL called on the Min- 
ister to clear this doubt. 


The organization said it learnt with “shock” that Minis- 
ter Vlok rejected an application for the relaxation of Mr 
Raymond Suttner’s restrictions. 


NADEL said: “Mr Suttner is a senior lecturer in law at 
the University of the Witwatersrand and is a scholar of 
the first rank. 


Mr Suttner spent two years in detention without trial and 
18 months in solitary confinement. He has now been 
restricted to his house and is allowed only four visits a 
day. “In our view, these restrictions are dehumanising,” 
NADEL said. 


Mr Suttner is denied the following: 

—Access to the community scholars; 

—Freedom of thought, conscience and the inalianable 
right to propagate his views; 

—Freedom of movement and association. 


“Mr Suttner is not only a lecturer but a socio-legal 
philosopher who cannot practise his profession without 
access to the outside world,” NADEL said. 


NADEL said it believed hunger strikers did not only 
concern legal representatives of all prominent bodies 
such as NADEL, Lawyers for Human Rights and the 
Black Lawyers’ Association to thrash out the question of 
detention without trial and restrictions cn individuals. 


Strike Committee Urges Viok To Honor Promises 
MB2402183589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1416 GMT 24 Feb 89 


[Text] Cape Town, Feb 24, SAPA—The release of 17 
detainees was not the substantial number the minister of 
law and order, Mr Adriaan Viok, had promised church 
leaders he would set free within a fortnight, the Hunger 
Strike Action Committee said today. 


The undertaking was given to a South African Council of 
Churches delegation which met Mr Viok in Cape Town 
last week. 


In a statement, the committee called on Mr Viok to 
honour his undertaking. 


“Release the detainees or charge them in a court of law. 
We want to remind Mr Viok that we have not suspended 
our campaign in support of detainees’ demands. 


As part of the campaign a seven-day relay fast began at 
the Methodist Church in Burg Street today. Each day's 
fasting will end at 7pm. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Heunis ow ‘Momentum’ of ‘South Africanism’ 
MB2402094889 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0900 GMT 24 Feb 89 


[Text] The acting state president, Mr Chris Heunis, says 
South Africanism is developing and gaining momentum ir 
the country because the various communities are begin- 
ning to realize that they are interdependent and that they 
share the same territory, systems of values, and faith. 


Opening the fifth session of the Qwa Qwa legislative 
assembly at Phuthaditjhaba, he said that everyone in 
South Africa was dependent on international trade and 
the flow of capital to and from the country. He said this 
was why it was of little use to be opposed to sanctions on 
the one hand and not to be prepared to cooperate in the 
search for solutions on the other. 


Cites ‘Forced Group Membership’ 
MB2402183289 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1600 GMT 24 Feb 89 


[Text] The acting state president, Mr Chris Heunis, . 
the government will take the lead in spreading the idea 
that forced group membership is unacceptable and that 
groups should be formed voluntarily and naturally. 


Mr Heunis performed the official opening of the fifth 
session of the fifth legislative assembly of QwaQwa 
today. Mr Heunis was met in front of the assembly 
chamber by the chief minister, Dr Mopeli, and members 
if his cabinet, the commissioner general, and dignatories 
and members of the public. 


Choirs of students in colorful dress and drum majorettes 
were also on hand to liven up the proceedings. Repre- 
sentatives of Lebowa, Kang\vana, anc Gazankulu were 
also there. 


In his opening speech, Mr Heunis said South Africa’s 
greatest problem, with all developing countries, was that 
of development, and one of the factors affecting it was 
the varied composition of the population. Regarding the 
rights of groups and individuals, he referred specifically 
to people's attachment to their own preconceived inter- 
pretation of a particular concept and ideas. 


[Begin Heunis video recording] A perception exists that 
any group definition conflicts with or excludes the fun- 
damen‘al rights of the individual and that any definition 
of communities is automatically racialistic and discrim- 
inatory. Others, in turn, hold the view that one’s contin- 
ued existence depends on the definition of one’s group in 
terms of a law on the statute book. I have stated in 
parliament just recently that the government has an 
understanding for the fact that people have such ideas. 
[end recording] 
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Malan Criticizes Undermining of ‘Securocrats’ 
MB2402092189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0915 GMT 24 Feb 89 


[Text] Cape Town Feb 23 SAPA—People who under- 
mined “securocrats” were trying to drive a wedge 
between the security and welfare management in South 
Africa, the minister of defence, General Magnus Malan, 
said today. 


Opening the Cape Show in Cape Town, he said these 
people did South Africa a disservice. The protocol of the 
Namibian settlement plan did not mean that ANC 
terrorism was going to disappear. 


“They are going to have to get out of Angola but basic 
methods of murder, intimiaation and mutilation of 
innocent citizens will continue. Despite their pious and 
Superficial talks, they still want to overthrow South 
Africa.” 


This was why the South African Defence Force should 
plan to cherish the country’s stability, freedom and 
sovereignty. 


General Malan said it was vital that South Africans 
settled down and tackled immediate challenges to attain 
stability and tranquility. 


“In this regard, we should work together on poverty, 
unemployme.:i, housing shortages and lack of trained 
and skilled manpower. South Africa has to be free of 
domination or oppression in whatever form. Domina- 
tion by a majority is just as unacceptable as domination 
by a minority.” 


Democratic forces had to align themselves vehind attain- 
able goals and against radicalism and destructive forces. 


Reigerpark Seeks Transvaal Administrator’s Help 
MB2302205489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2036 GMT 23 Feb 89 


[Text] Boksburg Feb 23 SAPA—An urgent call has been 
made for the administrator of the Transvaal to step in 
and act on the Boksburg-Reigerpark conflict. Mr Butch 
Jantjies, chairman of the Reigerpark’s Management 
Committee, said today that if the administrator did not 
interfere things could “get ugly.” 


Mr Jantjies said the Conservative Party had endea- 
voured through threats to make things difficult for Mr 
Jantjies and those he represented, but the consumer 
boycott of Boksburg would continue. Only if the CP had 
retracted its decision, which recently saw the reintroduc- 
tion of petty apartheid in the town, would Reigerparkers 
return to Boksburg. 


Mr Jantjies said he was threatened last month by an 
unidentified white man that if he did not end the boycott 
he would get hurt. “Is it a coincidence that the school 
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where I am vice-principal was broken into on Wednes- 
day? Nothing was stolen but a great deal of damage was 
done. This is vandalism of the worst degree, ’ Mr Jantjies 
said. 


House of Delegates Dissolution Postponed 
MB2302122889 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 23 Feb 89 


[Text] A decision on dissolving the House of Delegates 
has been postponed indefinitely. The chairman of the 
ministers council, Mr Kassie Ramduth, said that after 
careful consideration of the mandate by the House to 
consider new elections for the Indian chamber, the 
council had decided that in view of the prevailing 
semblance of stability in the house, the question of an 
election should be postponed. Mr Ramduth said that the 
decision had also been taken in view of the constitutional 
requirement that a general election for all three houses of 
parliament be held by March next year. 


NEW NATION Publishes ‘Update’ Column 
MB2302102589 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 23 Feb-1 Mar 89 p 6 


[“Update”’] 


[Text] Two South Africans journalists are still in deten- 
tion. 


—About R550-m will be spent on the withdrawal of the 
SA security forces from Angola and Namibia in accor- 
dance with Resolution 435, according to the SADF’s 
Finance chief of staff, vice-admiral Bert Bekker. 


—There was a 66 percent increase in Canada’s trade 
with SA in items not covered by sanctions (such as 
sulphur and strategic minerals), Canada’s External 
Affairs Minister, Joe Clark, told the Commonwealth 
countries in Zimbabwe recently. 


—About 185 U.S. companies have pulled out of SA since 
1983, leaving behind 138. About 70 of these are 
signatories of the Statement of Principles (previously 
the Sullivan Code), according to the American Cham- 
ber of Commerce executive director, Adrian Botha. 
Twenty-five companies left the country last year, 
Botha added. 


—The SADF accounted for R36-m of the estimated 
R70-m of the government’s fruitless, unauthorised 
expenditure and losses in the past year, auditor-gen- 
eral Joop de Loor told parliament recently. 


—A total of 19,795 names of emergency detainees have 
been tabled in parliament by Law and Order minister, 
Adriaan Vlok, since the declaration of the first state of 
emergency on June 12, 1986. 


About 800 people are still in detention under emergency 
regulations, says the Human Rights Commission (HRC). 


—Total government debt rose by 22 percent or R10.2-bn 
to R56.2-bn in the year to March 31 1988, Auditor- 
General Joop de Loor told parliament recently. 


FBIS-AFR-89-037 
27 February 1989 


Angola 
Luanda Joint Verification Session Ends 25 Fvb 


2nd Day’s Issues Reported 
MB2402130589 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 24 Feb 89 


[Text] The proceedings of the first meeting of the joint 
commission between Angola, Cuba, and South Africa in 
Angola continues to overcome serious obstacles within 
the framework of the implementation of the New York 
agreements. 


Today is the 2d day of proceedings centering on two 
principal issues. Sources close to the meeting said at the 
opening session of the talks that the South African 
military incursion against Angolan territory and the 
exchange of prisoners are the main issues under discus- 
sion at this meeting. Angola had convincing proof that 
the South African Army invaded Angolan territory on 8 
February, resulting in the death of | white South African 
soldier, while Pretoria continues to reject such accusa- 
tions. The Angolan Government regards the South Afri- 
can Army’s action as very serious and a flagrant viola- 
tion of the New York accords. 


No details of this morning's session, which is in progress, 
are available. There have been two breaks, during which 
the delegations held consultations. Armando Cadete, 
secretary general for foreign affairs and spokesman for 
the Angolan delegation, is scheduled to give an assess- 
ment of the debates that have been held. 


Breaches ‘No Serious Threat’ 
MB2402153989 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1500 GMT 24 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] It is reported from Luanda that Cuban, South 
African, and Angolan officials say that alleged treaty 
violations pose no serious threat to the recent peace 
accords on Angola and South-West Africa/Namibia. 


The leader of the Cuban delegation, Mr Carlos Aldana, 
told reporters before the three delegations continued 
their discussions that began yesterday that one could 
categorically say that the alleged violations did not pose 
any threat to the accords. The head of the South African 
delegation, Mr Neil van Heerden, expressed the same 
view when asked if he thought the peace accords signed 
by the three nations in New York on December 22 was 
under threat. 


Angolan officials say they expect a certain amount of 
maneuvering by all sides, but they did not believe the 
protests will hold up a UN [words indistinct] for South- 
West Africa/Namibia, which is due to be implemented 
on April |, nor will it affect the Cuban troop withdrawal 
from Angola, due to be completed by mid-1991. [passage 
omitted] 
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Groups Agree ‘To Disagree’ 
MB2402163589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 


1630 GMT 24 Feb 89 
{By Mark van der Velden] 


[Text] Luanda Feb 24 SAPA—South African and Ango- 
lan delegations at peace plan monitoring talks agreed in 
Luanda today to disagree on allegations by Angola that 
South Africa had contravened last year’s treaty on Feb- 
ruary 8 by crossing the border into southern Angola in 
support of rebel UNITA fighters. 


This was said by the South African delegation leader, Mr 
Neil van Heerden, after the Angolan delegation claimed 
at an afternoon press conference South Africa had 
rejected evidence produced at today’s meeting that the 
SA Defence Foice had contravened the agreements. 


The Angolan secretary-general of foreign relations, Mr 
Armando Cadete, said his delegation had produced the 
evidence available so far, but said it could not “‘at this 
stage” be disclosed to the public. South Africa had 
rejected the evidence on the basis that the Joint Military 
Monitoring Commission [JMMC] established in terms 
of the peace plan had not been able to get together to 
investigate the allegations. 


Responding, Mr van Heerden said: “We agreed to dis- 
agree, and we hope it has been resolved as an agenda 
item.” He emphasised the talks were going well in terms 
of the agreed agenda and “the atmosphere is good.” 


The minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, would be 
issuing a full press statement in Pretoria later today in 
response to the Angolan statements. He explained how- 
ever that when the allegations had been made, South 
Africa had immediately proposed the JMMC convene 
and investigate on site. This proposal had been in line 
with the agreement that the JMMC was the first level of 
appeal in the peace agreements to resolve allegations of 
this nature. 


The Angolans had however declined, saying they wanted 
an investigation at a higher level, that of the officer 
commanding Namibian forces and his Angolan counter- 


part. 


This had not been possible from the South African side 
and in the end South African and United States compo- 
nents of the JMMC had investigated the scene. They 
were unable to find any trace to confirm the allegations. 


At today’s talks the South Africans had explained they 
felt it was not possible to deal with the allegations “‘on 
paper” hundreds of kilometers from the scene. The only 
effective way of resolving the dispute would be an on site 
inspection. The two parties had agreed to disagree after 
South Africa rejected the evidence “because there was no 
factual basis, and that the proper agreed mechanism for 
it had not been used.” 
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Mr van Heerden said it had been agreed to “learn a _—‘ The delegation of the Governments of the Republic of 
lesson” from the matter, and that each country would Cuba, South Africa, the United States and the USSR 
instruct their respective JMMC representatives to thanked the Government of the People’s Republic of 
improve the commission’s ability to rapidly investigate | Angola for the excellent working conditions at the meeting. 
any further allegations. } 

According to the schedule, the next meeting will be held 
Mr Cadete also said at his press conference South Africa _in the Republic of Cuba in March. It should be recalled 
had agreed to stop movements of UNITA forces in the __ that the first ordinary session of the joint commission for 
zones surrounding the border checkpoints. Nocomment __ the verification and implementation of the New York 


on this claim was immediately forthcoming from the Accords was attended by delegations from the Govern- 
South Africans. ments of Angola, the Republic of Cuba and the Republic 


of South Africa, as well as observers from the United 


The talks resumed at mid-afternoon after the 4-1/2 hour States and the USSR. 


morning session, and it is expected South Africa’s claim 


that 4,000 SWAPO cadres are active south of the 16th ae ie 
parallel in contravention of the agreement are to be The delegations of the three countries in the commission 
discussed later. were led by Lieutenant General Antonio dos Santos 


Franca Ndalo, FAPLA chief of general staff; Carlos 
Aldana, member of the Communist Party of Cuba Cen- 
tral Committee Secretariat; and Neil van Heerden, direc- 
tor general of the South African Foreign Affairs Minis- 
try. USSR roving ambassador [Vyacheslav Ustinov] and 


:, Chester Crocker, U.S. assistant secretary of state for 
Another item confirmed as being on the agenda is the y+ sm affairs, a a _ ra 


release of prisoners of war from all three countries, 


although no details of progress on this issue have yet The Angolan delegation also included Armando Cadete, 
been released. secretary general of the Angolan foreign affairs ministry; 

: Colonel Jose Maria, presidential secretary for defense 
The talks are scheduled to conclude this evening but all and security affairs; and Antonio Pitra Neto, director of 
three delegations, including observer delegations from the MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee’s depart- 
the United States and the Soviet Union, are prepared to _ ment for state and judicial organs, among other officials. 
continue tomorrow morning should it be necessary. 


South Africa maintains SWAPO’s intentions are to influ- 
ence the outcome of the independence elections sched- 
uled for Namibia later this year. 


, . Angolan Discusses Meetings 
Joint Communique Issued MB2402193289 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
MB2502122589 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 1900 GMT 24 Feb 89 


1200 GMT 25 Feb 89 


' ' _ = [Text] The [words indistinct] commission for the verifi- 

[Text] The first ordinary session of the joint commission _cation and implementation of the New York Accords 

for ihe verification and implementation of the New York _ held two working sessions in Luanda today to evaluate 

accords closed in Luanda today after 2 days. The results —_ activities conducted by the commission stationed along 

of the meeting are reported by our team of reporters at —_ the Angolan-Namibian border and the Angolan Govern- 

10 December Palace: ment’s complaint on South African military aggression 
on 8 February. 


With the publication of the joint communique, the first 

meeting of the joint commission for verification and Armando Cadete, Angolan foreign affairs secretary gen- 

implementation of the New York Accords closed in _ eral, discussed the debates held before the end of this 

Luanda about | hour ago. The document states that the _afternoon’s session: 

delegations analyzed and discussed issues related to 

events in southern Angola, the installation of joint [Begin Cadete recording) The Angolan side naturally 

control posts in the eastern portion of the Angolan- _ presented its evidence. However, Angola’s evidence was 

Namibian border, and the creation of mechanisms for _ not accepted by the South African delegation because the 

direct communication among the interested sides. joint military commission, which is responsible for' on- 
site verification of such situations, was not operating at 

The delegations made some recommendations, includ- __ the time. [end recording] 

ing ways to improve the running of the military control 

commission. The delegations reiterated yet again their Armando Cadete commented on repercussions felt 

commitment to the scrupulous observance of the New _ within the joint military commission about the Angolan 

York Accords. Government’s recent complaint: 
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[Begin Cadete recording] All efforts have been pledged to 
stop UNITA bandit movements along the Angolan- 
Namibian border in areas where border control posts 
have yet to be established. All sides will take measures 
designed to establish such posts. [end recording] 


This meeting’s outcome will be known tomorrow. 


Cuban delegation spokesman Alcibiades Hidalgo met 
informally with South African newsmen. The meeting 
centered [words indistinct] South Africa’s security about 
the main issues relating to the withdrawal of Cuban 
internationalist forces from Angola. 


Cuban Delegate Meets Press 
MB2402194489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1935 GMT 24 Feb 89 


[By Mark van der Velden} 


[Text] Luanda Feb 24 SAPA—The first official peace 
plan monitoring talks between Angola, South Africa and 
Cuba are to conclude tomorrow morning after a short 
session to wrap up details and agree on a joint press 
communique. 


At a press conference after this afternoon’s session a 
spokesman for the Cuban delegation, Mr Alcibiades 
Hidalgo, said his country and Angola were committed to 
the total withdrawal of all Cuban troops from the coun- 
try by the end of July 1991. 


Outlining to South African journalists the already known 
withdrawal schedule he said there was a total of 50,000 
men and women soldiers and a further 22,270 family 
members to be returned home. 


Due to normal troop rotation, fresh Cuban soldiers 
would be coming to Angola during the withdrawal, the 
United Nations monitoring group, UNIVEN, was liter- 
ally counting every single Cuban—including today’s 
delegates—entering or leaving the country. 


The last phase of Cuban troop withdrawal would consist 
of 12,000 soldiers plus sufficient military hardware to 
ensure it was a fully combat ready force capable of 
detering any external aggression to Angolan territory. Mr 
Hidalgo left no doubt he was referring to South Africa’s 
Armed Forces. 


He reiterated Cuban forces had never over the last 13 
years been in Angola to fight UNITA rebels. 


On the question of discussions about release of prisoners 
of war from all three countries he declined to comment 
specifically, but said the agreement that all prisoners 
should be released in a joint and simultaneous operation 
still stood. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


South African rifleman Johan Papenfuss, who is being 
held prisoner in Cuba, was well and being carefully 
looked after, he added. 


The South African delegation is due to fly back to South 
Africa tomorrow immediately after the talks are con- 
cluded. 


The director general of foreign affairs, Mr Neil van 
Heerden, was not immediately available for comment on 
the latest round of talks. 


RSA Delegate Interviewed 
MB2502140389 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1225 GMT 25 Feb 89 


[News conference by Neil van Heerden, RSA Foreign 
Ministry director general, with unidentified Angolan 
National Radio and Angolan People’s Television report- 
ers in Luanda on 25 February; Van Heerden comments 
in English with passage-by-passage translation into Por- 
tuguese—recorded] 


[Text] [Van Heerden] South Africa has committed itself 
to implementing Resolution 435 on Namibian indepen- 
dence if Cuban troops in southern Africa are removed 
because the South African public regards the troops’ 
presence as a threat to Namibian independence and to 
southern African stability. We in southern Africa should 
solve our problems ourselves, and there should be no 
foreign troop presence in our region. 


[Reporter] [Words indistinct] on the Caprivi Strip issue? 


[Van Heerden] The problem was discussed here, and 
South Africa offered to Angola that Angolan military 
forces could move along the Namibian border to estab- 
lish these posts. There is absolutely no South African 
obstruction to establishing those posts. [Words indis- 
tinct] they are free to move inside Namibian territory. 


[Reporter] South Africa yesterday assured Angola that it 
will undertake efforts to prevent UNITA’s movement in 
southern Angola. Doesn’t that contradict Magnus 
Malan’s statement that South Africa will not withdraw 
its support for UNITA? 


[Van Heerden] The defense minister’s remarks on 
UNITA in no way affect the obligations South Africa 
undertook when it signed the tripartite agreement. We 
will fulfill those obligations as we have undertaken them. 


[Reporter] Can you confirm reports that South African 
authorities are granting UNITA elements identity cards 
for participation in Namibian elections [words indis- 
tinct}? 


[Van Heerden] No, I certainly will not confirm that. That 
is [words indistinct]. Only Namibian nationals can par- 
ticipate in those elections. [Words indistinct] the respon- 
sibility will be to ensure that those who are entitled to 
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vote do so. An elaborate procedure for registering those 
who [words indistinct} has been established. Only Nami- 
bian nationals will be registered as voters. 


[Reporter] The joint commission session ended a few 
hours ago. How did the meeting go? What are your views 
on the meeting? 


[Van Heerden] The meeting was productive. [Words 
indistinct] our commission. (71 think) we can achieve the 
objectives laid out in the meeting. There are still issues 
outstanding. The commission is now established, and we 
think it has a very definite role to play, apart from the 
fact it provides a venue for the parties to [words indis- 
tinct]. I am returning to South Africa with a positive 
feeling about the meeting. 


[Reporter] [Question indistinct] 


[Van Heerden}] No, we have rot accomplished every- 
thing. There are still issues outsianding, but we will be 
[words indistinct] for future meetings, and we, from our 
side, will contribute to resolving those pending issues. 


I would like to discuss [words indistinct] Geneva proto- 
col that SWAPO (?would move) north of the 16th 
parallel, and this has not been achieved, and the present 
situation is a violation of the Geneva protocol. 


[Reporter] [Words indistinct] the 16th parallel [words 
indistinct} violation of the Geneva agreement. However, 
[words indistinct] continues to operate along our border. 
This is just as much a violation of the New York 


agreement. 


[Van Heerden} UNITA is an organization that lives on its 
own. The parties should fulfill their own responsibilities in 
terms of the agreement, and they should continue to 
remind each other to comply with these responsibilities. 


[Reporter] [Question indistinct] 


[Van Heerden] No, there are other points, but I don’t want 
to elaborate. Thank you, gentlemen. [end recording] 


Accord on Rebel Groups 
MB2502130789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1303 GMT 25 Feb 89 


[By Mark van Der Velden] 


{Text} Luanda, Feb 25, SAPA—South African, Cuban 
and Angolan delegations at peace-plan monitoring talks 
which ended in Luanda today have agreed to use their 
“respective good offices” to influence SWAPO and 
UNITA not to impede implementation of last year's 
agreement for Cuban withdrawal from the territory and 
Namibian independence. 
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After three days of talks they also agreed to improve the 
operation of the joint military monitoring commission 
to prevent problems arising in future, such as the alleged 
attack by SA forces in southern Angola in support of 
UNITA on February 8. 


The parties agreed to disagree on the alleged SA attack 
and each raised objections about SWAPO and UNITA 
activities. 


The establishment of direct communications between 
the three rather than using intermediaries as up tll now, 
was also agreed on at length but no details were given. 


According to a joint statement issued after the meeting, 
the parties of the commission “reaffirmed once again 
their commitment to comply strictly with the agreement 
in New York.” 


The next meeting is to be held in March in Havana, 
Cuba. The date has not yet been set. 


UNITA, SWAPO ‘Stumbling Block’ 
MB2502183789 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 25 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] The meeting of the joint commission between 
South Africa, Angola, and Cuba has ended in Luanda 
without decisions being taken on a number of items on 
the agenda. The conclusion drawn from news confer- 
ences addressed by members of all three deiegations is 
that the issues of the activities of UNITA and SWAPO in 
the south and southeast of Angola have become a major 
stumbling block. Both South Africa’s Mr Neil van Heer- 
den and the Cuban representative, Alcibiades Hidalgo, 
expressed concern about the possible negative effects of 
these outstanding issues on the implementation of the 
independence plan for South-West Africa/Namibia on | 
April. [passage omitted] 


Commentary Urges Observance 
MB2502075389 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1930 GMT 23 Feb 89 


{Commentary: “Respect for and Observance of the 
Accords” 


[Text] The meeting of the Joint Commission for the 
Verification and Implementation of the New York 
Accords is being held in Luanda 23-25 February. This is 
the second session of this commission, which includes 
Angola, Cuba and South Africa as effective members and 
the United States and the Soviet Union as observers. 


An official South African delegation has arrived in the 
People’s Republic of Angola to attend the mecting. It 
arrived here under legal auspices, as opposed to Presi- 
dent Botha’s clandestine forays, which several times 
amazed the civilized world. 
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This aspect alone shows how times have changed and 
that now there is a tendency to strengthen harmonious 
relations among states according to universal norms, 
despite resistance by certain forces seeking to prevent 
peace and harmony among the peoples. 


The fact that a Pretoria delegation is being received by 
the Angolan authorities only proves Angola’s serious and 
firm commitment to the search for peace in southern 
Africa, in line with the goodwill it has displayed through- 
Out the negotiation process, which culminated in the 
signing of the Brazzaville protocol and the New York 
Accords. 


Far from reflecting any recognition of the South African 
regime, in regard to whom the Angolan Government's 
principled opposition will not suffer from any ambigu- 
ities, this hospitality to Pretoria’s envoys in the frame- 
work of the verification commission reflects, above all, 
the People’s Republic of Angola’s determined, sincere, 
and consistent willingness to observe the accords. 


Despite the secrecy that normally characterizes the 
agenda of this type of meeting, it is not difficult to 
imagine its complexity. In light of the principles agreed 
upon in Geneva, several events since the organizational, 
as opposed to investigative, first meeting in New York in 
the last week of January will make South Africa have to 
[words indistinci] its good faith. [Words indistinct] ret- 
rospective of the main events that have brought it 
notoriety since thei. [Words indistinct] the intervention 
of the racist army in the area of Caiundo, in Cuando 
Cubango Province, on 8 February, as reported by the 
Angolan Defense Ministry, as well as other issues con- 
nected with the installation of control posts in south- 
western Angola. 


It is up to the commission to resolve, or help resolve, 
these issues to ensure continued reasonable mutual trust 
and the successful implementation of ihe accords. The 
Angolan Government returns to the negotiaiing table 
today with its head held high and its conscience clear and 
tranquil for honoring the accords faithfully and exem- 
plarily. 


In a shorter time than had been stipulated, |! ,000 Cuban 
internationalist troops returned to their fatherland. No 
Angolan, Cuban, or even SWAPO soldier has crossed the 
Namibian border, and help has been given 10 the group 
of UN observers monitoring the Cuban withdrawal. 


The Angolan Government, according to its position 
before independent Africa in the Franceville Declara- 
tion, gave new impulse to the internal process of national 
harmonization by promulgating the amnesty law. 
[Words indistinct] due to the revolution’s and Africa's 
all-important interests, the priority must be that the 
accords be observed to ensure Namibia's independence. 
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The Angolan position has always enjoyed Africa’s solid 
support and this is borne out by OAU Chairman Moussa 
Traore’s current visit to Cuba and the OAU Council of 
Ministers’ reaffirmation of its support for Angola in 
Addis Ababa recently. [Words indistinct] Brazzaville, 
trusts in the influence that the Angolan and Cuban 
Governments’ exemplary conduct may yet have on the 
South African side. 


Within the framework of the current peace efforts, it is 
important that those who continue supporting subver- 
sive groups such as UNITA realize that they are jeopar- 
dizing accords reached only after much effort and sacri- 
fice. The Angolan people believe this meeting in Luanda 
will find effective ways to ensure respect for and obser- 
vance of the accords recently signed at the UN headquar- 
ters in New York 


This is the hope of Africa and the world, which must 
maintain pressure and remain vigilant to guardntee 
Angola’s peace and Namibia’s independence. 


UNITA Radio Notes Meeting 
MB2602063689 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0500 GMT 26 Feb 89 


[Text] Alcibiades Hidalgo, Cuban delegation spokesman 
for the meeting of the joint commission charged with 
overseeing the implementation of New York Accords, 
said in a news conference in Luanda yesterday that 
Cuban troops stationed in Angola had not come to fight 
against UNITA. He added that the Cuban troops had 
come to Angola to assist the Luanda regime in the fight 
against an alleged foreign invasion. Hidalgo said: We 
hope that Angola is strong enough to solve its domestic 
problems. 


He reaffirmed his country’s determination to fully abide 
by the New York Accords, urging the UN verification 
team, which will control the Cuban withdrawal from 
Angola, to fulfill its duties. He added: We are most 
interested in providing proof of such a withdrawal. 


Dos Santos Meets SWAPO’s Nujoma 24 Feb 
MB2502182489 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1500 GMT 25 Feb 89 


[Text] Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos met 
with SWAPO President Sam Nujoma in Luanda yester- 
day and discussed issues related to implementation of 
UN Security Council Resolution 435 on Namibia inde- 
pendence. The process for the independence of Namibia, 
which is illegally occupied by South Africa, is expected to 
start on | April as stipulated in the U.S.-mediated New 
York agreements signed between Angola, Cuba, and 
South Africa. 
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* Cuban Departure Sparks Fear in FAPLA 
34420036a Lisbon O DIABO in Portuguese 
10 Jan 89 p 27 


[Text] This very day, 10 January, the first contingent of 
Cuban troops is scheduled to depart for Cuba. 


If this occurs, a very important step will have been taken, 
not so much because those objectives are important in 
themselves—Cuba has recently greatly strengthened its 
presence and the number of Cubans in Angola is not 
$0,000 but rather closer to 65,000—but rather because of 
symbolic and psychological reasons. Despite the certain 
amount of euphoria reigning among leading circles in 
Luanda, in the belief that without the South Africans 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] will not be able to hold on, the general opinion 
is the opposite, particularly among the FAPLA [People’s 
Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angoja] military 
cadres in the field. They know that their people are tired 
of the war and that it is the Cuban presence that, above 
all, gives them strength, assuring them of logistical 
support and the defense of the cities. On the contrary, 
the Cubans’ certain departure will cause fear, which 
could result in a rout. 


The struggles within the MPLA [Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola] will be stepped up in this 
phase. The fall of Minister of the Interior Alexandre 
Rodrigues (“‘Kito”’), a man known as taking an indepen- 
dent line with respect to the Cubans, will have important 
effects in the short and medium terms. However, it 
shows that the Cubans want to totally control the MPLA, 
particularly in this phase. 


Kito had resisted their approaches and his fall demon- 
strates, above all to the other MPLA leaders, who is the 
“boss.” 


However, it could solidify the gathering around his 
person of a resistance movement or “third force” that at 
some point could have a moderating effect on events. 


In truth, either the Cubans are acting in bad faith—and 
they do not really want to leave Angola, taking recourse 
in withdrawal tactics, and permitting a division in the 
country—or then one cannot understand how they will 
strengthen and internally support the MPLA, since the 
vacuum will be the greater when they will have left once 
and for all. 


* Cuban Special Forces, Equipment To Remain 
34190089 Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS in French 
17 Jan 89 p 14 


[Article by Herve Laumont; first paragraph is LE QUO- 
TIDIEN DE PARIS introduction] 


[Text] While the Cuban withdrawal has indeed started, it 
seems that Havana has decided to keep special units and 
sophisticated combat materiel—aircraft, radars, and 
missiles—in Angola. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


As a direct consequence of the New York Accords, the 
Cuban press agency has just announced that the first 
quota of 3,000 soldiers to be evacuated from Angola was 
met ahead of schedule. And while it is not really possible 
to doubt the political intentions of either side, it turns 
out that from a strictly military standpoint, the situation 
is more complex than it appears. 


All-out militarization of the zone has been the prevailing 
option in Cuban-Angolan doctrine for many months, and 
turning back will not be easy. It must not be forgotten that 
8,600 additional soldiers arrived as reinforcements 
between 17 April and 7 May 1988, bringing the total 
number of Cuban troops deployed in Angola as of that date 
to 54,000 men, compared to 40,000 before that and 16,000 
in 1978. Considering the severity of the fighting between 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] and the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Lib- 
eration of Angola], that was a logical result. 


But the disturbing thing about that latest arrival was the 
presence of 2,000 men belonging to the famous special 
forces: the Cuban “Spetsnaz,” which is an elite unit 
modeled after its Soviet big brother. Those commando 
units with their equipment, 200 helicopters, and pilots 
flying the very latest model of the MiG-23 Flogger-K are 
still in the country. The Spetsnaz units constitute an 
exceptional intervention force which Luanda and Havana 
will probably not allow to go home. It is also known from 
a Western source that the USSR has just supplied the 
Cuban Air Force with new MiG-29 Fulcrum fighter and 
attack planes and with Su-25 Frogfoot aircraft. Although 
there is no proof that all of those aircraft are now based in 
Angola, there are good reasons for thinking that they are, 
Castro having explained at a secret briefing last 30 May 
that construction of an airfield was underway at Xagongo, 
60 kilometers from the Namibian frontier. On another 
point, Western intelligence services were able by satellite 
to observe sizable movements of troops and military 
equipment from northern Angola to the south, and it 
appears that those deployments stabilized around the 
middle of last June to form a front line some 450 kms long 
and 30 kms deep along the frontier with Namibia. That 
veritable Cuban barrier is comprised of three Spetsnaz 
battalions, one regiment of tanks equipped with 105-mm 
and 110-mm guns, one regiment of heavy artillery and 
rocket launchers, six mixed regiments of combined-arms 
mechanized infantry with approximately | ,500-2,500 men 
each, and three assault battalions, each consisting of 200 
Cubans and 250 elite SWAPO soldiers. It even seems that 
Castro has sent part of his elite unit from the 50th 
Division, which is regarded as his personal division. That 
division consists entirely of volunteers, is said to specialize 
in overseas operations, and reportedly fought in the Golan 
Heights mn 1973. Each of the units mentioned also includes 
a detachment from the DGI [General Intelligence Direc- 
torate], Havana's intelligence service, whose main purpose 
is to make sure of the personnel’s ideological reliability 
and handle the interrogation of prisoners of war. 


With regard to air surveillance materiel, a great effort 
has been made by the Cuban General Staff in recent 
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months. Several military bases, such as the one in 
Xagongo, have been made ready to handle the new 
generation of Soviet fighter planes. The CGI-CP [expan- 
sion unknown], which is the Cuban military branch 
responsible for radar coverage of the conflict zone, has 
been capable for several months of conducting its sur- 
veillance even inside South African territory. Along the 
Namibian frontier and the Caprivi Strip, its new equip- 
ment includes the latest models of Flatface, Spoonrest, 
and Barlock radars operating in conjunction with anti- 
aircraft guns and SA-2C, SA-3, and SA-13 surface-to-air 
missiles to prevent anyone from approaching by land or 
air from the Namibian frontier without running great 
risks. For their part, officials in Luanda have undertaken 
to acquire the military equipment they lack—communi- 
cation systems and heavy armament—from Brazil. 


It can be seen, then, that the withdrawal is not going to 
be an easy matter and that UN officials are going to have 
a most difficult monitoring job on their hands. 


Mozambique 


* ‘Armed Bandits’ Active in Mandlakazi District 
34420039b Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
17 Jan 89 p 3 


[Text] The murderous fury of the armed bandits broke 
Out again last year in the Mandlakaze district of Gaza 
Province, resulting in the destruction of about 500 
houses in 36 villages, the death of over 120 innocent 
people, and the kidnapping of an undetermined number 
of defenseless civilians. As a result of the murderous 
wave of bandits, the inhabitants were forced to abandon 
five villages in search of safer localities. The above 
information was provided to our reporter in Xai-Xai 
during a meeting by the Mandlakaze District govern- 
ment that was held recently under the direction of its 
administrator, Alberto Langane. 


During the same period, over 100 pupils between the 
ages of 7 and 14 years were kidnapped, and 6 teachers 
were killed. 


As a result of the fresh outbreak of activity by the armed 
bandits in that district, 19 primary schools and | sec- 
ondary school were closed. This affected over 6,000 
pupils and over 80 teachers, who were forced to continue 
their activities in relatively more secure locations. 


According to sources linked to the Ministry of Education 
in that region of the country, the hardest-hit area was the 
Chidenguela zone, where only 3 of the 13 schools in 
operation at the start of the school year remained open. 


We learned during the latest meeting by the district 
government in Mandlakazi that bandit activity had 
caused a serious climate of tension and social instability, 
forcing an undetermined number of people to leave the 
district in search of safer localities, with negative effects 
on the economic and social life of that province. 
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In the case of agricultural production, for example, 
Mandlakazi produced only a little over 400 metric tons 
of rice, 146 metric tons of manioc, and about 85 metric 
tons of corn. 


Some activities worthy of mention were successful, how- 
ever, in connection with cashew growing, namely, the 
planting of about 14,000 cashew trees and the pruning of 
over 45,000, according to data announced at the meeting 
in question. 


On the other hand, the Mozambique Cashew Enterprise 
in that part of the country has been unable to resume the 
activity for which it was designed, with the result that it 
has been doing other work to make up for the standstill 
at that production unit. It is currently devoting itself to 
ceramics. 


Last year it managed to produce about 27,000 clay bowls 
and over 23,000 bricks—figures that were considered 
favorable in view of the sea of difficulties faced by 
workers at that state-owned enterprise in 1988. 


Extremely favorable work was accomplished by the 
district sanitary yard, which engaged in several activities 
concerned with the opening of wells. It was possible to 
provide for 19 neighborhoods and villages, where 44 
wells were dug and 38 were rehabilitated. 


According to information provided to us, that activity 
was made possibile ‘vy the assistance received from the 
MOLISV [expansivn unknown], an Italian nongovern- 
mental organization which for a little over a year has 
been financing projects in that district to provide drink- 
ing water. 


Concerning supplies for the people, the report presented 
at the meeting says that the process of supplying essential 
products was rather ineffective, especially in the case of 
sugar, corn, and rice. 


Moreover, actions by the armed bandits caused the 
district to suffer losses estimated at more than 42 million 
meticals due to the plundering of 20 commercial estab- 
lishments. 


Concerning the cooperative movement in Mandlakazi, 
information provided during the course of the meeting 
by the district government revealed that there are cur- 
rently 31 cooperatives and 32 operational trading posts 
covering more than 133,000 people. Through their ter- 
rorist acts, the armed bandits caused losses totaling 
about 6 million meticals. 


* Zambezia Governor on Economic Situation 
34420042c Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
16 Jan 89 p 3 


[Text] “The impression gained from our survey of the 
general public and key people in the Party, the govern- 
ment, and the Defense and Security Forces, indicates to 


FBIS-AFR-89-037 
27 February 1989 


us that although facing varying degrees of difficulty in 
1988, we have succeeded in achieving encouraging 
results in several sectors of the economy,” said Carlos 
Agostinho de Rosario, governor of Zambezia Province, 
in addressing party members, government workers, and 
the public in general at year’s end. 


Although it did not cite any figures, a communique from 
the Zambezia provincial government distributed to the 
media in this part of the country announced that at the 
end of December 1988 the provincial government had 
evaluated the PEC [State Central Plan] and the Provin- 
cial Program, as well as the implementation of the 
Emergency Program, and was pleased with the efforts 
put forth by the various sectors, which had enabled most 
of them to achieve favorable levels compared with those 
for the same period of 1987. 


De Rosario said in his New Year's speech that in the 
military sphere, the performance by the Defense and 
Security Forces enabled the province to achieve signifi- 
cant victories, particularly in the Zambezi valley. “The 
retaking of the district seats of Milange and Gile made it 
possible for the government to control all the districts of 
the province that had been attacked by the enemy,” said 
the first provincial secretary of the Party and governor of 
Zambezia, when he spoke at a New Year's banquet. 


Respectfully and with admiration, the governor praised 
the Provincial Military Command, its commissioned 
and noncommissioned officers, and its soldiers for their 
bravery, spirit of supreme sacrifice, and their sense of 
discipline. He added that their actions had also permit- 
ted the reopening of some of the roads that link Queli- 
mane to the central and northern districts of the prov- 
ince so that both people and products could be 
transported. 


On the economic front, remarkable growth was recorded 
on the various labor fronts within the context of the 
implementation of the Economic Recovery Program 
now underway in this country. 


Examples of that growth were the successes achieved in 
the area of industry and energy and in the transportation 
sector, with the equipping and rehabilitation of the Port 
of Quelimane and the restoration of the railway line. 


The quality of the services provided under the Emer- 
gency Program also improved during the past year, 
according to the speech given by Governor de Rosario. 
Specific examples of this are: 


e The increase in assistance activities, which mini- 
mized the difficulties experienced by the public in 
terms of food, clothing, and medicines; 

¢ The beginning of the process of normalization and the 
resumption of everyday life by those displaced by the 
war: land, tools, seeds, and other materials needed to 
increase production were distributed with a view to 
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gradually decreasing their dependence on outside 
support, 


e The reconstruction of the destroyed infrastructure 


such as schools, medical centers, warehouses, bridges, 
and the building of villages and neighborhoods with 
local funds; 

e The development of modest projects of social inter- 
est, such as rudimentary fishing, salt production, 
soap-making, milling, and carpentry. 


Despite Successes, Situation Is Still Difficult 


“The enemy continues to sow grief, pain, and suffering; 
many of our citizens are going hungry and dying of 
diseases. Owing to the destabilization that is promoted 
from abroad, thousands of small farmers cannot grow 
crops and many children are growing up illiterate,” de 
Rosario said, adding that any improvement in the situ- 
ation necessarily entails eliminating the undermining by 
the armed bandits, which requires everyone to get 
involved in the defense of the homeland. 


The governor of Zambezia Province listed the areas 
where attention must be given this year at all levels, 
emphasizing the preparations for the Fifth Congress of 
the Frelimo Party, the reopening of additional access 
roads to permit better circulation of people and goods, as 
well as the increase in production and the shipment of 
more foods and products into export. 


* Government Plans Rehabilitation of Chimoio 
34420039a Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
7 Jan 89 p 3 


[Article by Patricio Dinis] 


[Text] The Manica provincial government has made a 
sum of 50,000 contos available to help rehabilitate the 
city of Chimoio as part of the program to develop 
Mozambican cities. According to the chairman of the 
Executive Council of the City of Chimoio, Jose Maria, 
the money is being used to fix up parks, gardens, walks, 
markets, and other sectors in the city with a view to 
reducing the cxisting state of neglect, deterioration, and 
devastation, thus giving the town a needed facelift. 


Jose Maria, chairman of the Executive Council of the 
City of Chimoio, also told our reporter that in the first 
phase, it would be appropriate to fix up places where our 
children and young people can play and amuse them- 
selves so that Chimoio will in fact be inviting in all its 


aspects. 


Based on the survey made before the start of work to 
habilitate the city, Jose Maria indicated that 500,000 
s would be sufficient to repair some of the destruc- 
aused by the rain and, consequently, the erosion that 

's currently threatening the capital of Manica Province. 
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Concerning the problem of erosion, Jose Maria said it 
was “complex because we do not have the technical, 
material, and financial means at the moment to survey 
the damage done,” and he emphasized that a technical 
team was needed to conduct that study. 


He deplored the fact that his directorate did not have 
enough money to effectively implement the plans for 


combating erosion in the city of Chimoio. 


At one point, our source added that in order to repair the 
damage done by erosion in Chimoio, help from outside 
the province would be needed, because the city does not 
have the technicians it needs to determine exactly what 
kind of material means must be sent to the city for 
dealing with erosion. 


“At this moment, the directorate of the Executive Coun- 
cil of the City of Chimoio is studying ideas and sugges- 
tions on how to deal with the situation, which is truly 
alarming, since it will take at least | or 2 years to 
overcome it,” he said. 


More Trees, Flowers in Chimoio 


Specific work is underway at the moment to plant shade 
trees (acacias) as part of the plan to restore the city’s tree 
population. So far, 254 trees out of a planned total of 300 
have been planted. 


Also on the agenda as part of the plan to beautify the city 
is the establishment of a greenhouse in which to grow 
flowers for sale to the city’s residents. 


The chairman of the Executive Council of the City of 
Chimoio drew attention to the need for all of the town's 
residents to engage in activities for beautifying Chimoio 
through the growing of flowers, because, he said, it is 
important “for us to have a beautiful city full of flowers.” 
The result is that beginning next year, the Executive 
Council of the City of Chimoio intends to establish 
flower gardens in other neighborhoods in the city and 
not limit itself only to improving the gardens in the heart 
of the city. 


“For the plan to succeed, it is imperative that children be 
educated not to damage the trees that are being planted 
or the flowers, because by doing so, they would be 
depriving succeeding generations of shade, and it is 
necessary for parents and educators to teach their chil- 
dren not to destroy something which is a social effort by 
all of us,” the chairman of the Executive Council of the 
City of Chimoio said at one point. 


He said, however, that his department is facing great 
difficulties at the moment due to the lack of transporta- 
tion for carrying away solid objects. The few vehicles it 
has are over 10 years old, and some are breaking down 
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constantly. To illustrate his point, Jose Maria said that 
the mortuary has no means of transportation at the 
moment and that this is a very serious problem for that 
sector. 


* Marracuene Opens Area for Grain Cultivation 
34420042b Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
16 Jan 89 p 3 


[Report by Antonio Sitoe] 


[Text] The Land Cruiser set off along a rough trail to the 
left, over black and muddy earth, toward a broad valley 
that extends beyond the horizon in the direction of the 
Incomati River. After a while, the vehicle stuck fast in 
the mire, and not even four-wheel drive traction could 
get it going again. Zefanias Mathe, administrator of 
Marracuene, who was driving, waited resignedly for 
help. Meanwhile, we contemplated part of the valley, 
where powerful and noisy equipment was } 

opening up furrows in the muddy earth. On the other 
side, workers were marking the outlines of the future 
pumping stations. The work is being done to restore the 
irrigation system which will cover more than 850 hect- 
ares, where priority will be given to grain production. 
This will signal a new phase in the development of the 


Marracuene district. 


As the vehicle penetrated the vast valley on its way 
toward the river, the immensity of the area became more 
evident and the dikes and roads built along the terrain 
permitted normal vehicle traffic. 


“Grain production will be an absolute priority for these 
lands. We're going to grow corn and rice,” Mathe 
explained enthusiastically, stopping the car to get a 
better view of the of a machine that was 
unclogging a ditch. Waters that had long been stagnant 
were already flowing into the ditch that would, in turn, 
endlessly carry them to the river, thus freeing the land to 
serve its true function: producing food to kill hunger. 


Later, in front of the town of Marracuene, where the 
Incomati River, after tracing an enormous odd-shaped 
serpent, flows at a dizzying pace toward the sea, we were 
also able to appreciate the size of the valley. 


“These lands, which stretch for hundreds of hectares as 
far as Machubo, had to be abandoned because the least 
amount of rain would flood them completely, because 
the drainage pipes there are in total disrepair,” said 
Manuel Buhanhane, head of the Agricultural Section of 
the District Bureau of Agriculture for Marracuene. 


And so it is here where all the attention is being centered, 
and where the functioning of the drainage and irrigation 
system will enable the district to recoup its reputation as 
producer “par excellence” of grains—corn and rice. 
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donment to which those lands had been consigned. 


“Here in Marracuene, growing conditions are excellent. 
We have tractors, fuel, seeds and, most importantly, 
there’s no war. But we don’t want to work hard and end 
up seeing the lands taken over by reeds,” Mathe told our 
reporter. 


And the innumerable natural springs that, at each step, 
flow down the slope show that this part of the district 
doesn’t need rain in order to grow crops. 


200 Hectares of Corn at the Government Company 


With two farms of 100 hectares each, the Government 
Agricultural Company at Marracuene is one of the focal 
points of the agricultural development in this district. 
Located in Nhongonhane, about 15 km from the district 
seat, the firm employs 300 workers. 


Absolute priority for grain production was the order of 
the day; therefore, this farm has devoted all 200 hectares 
of the land now available to it to the production of corn. 


At one time it also produced vegetables, according to 
Soares Banze, its director. He pointed out the attention 
that the Ministry of Agriculture has been giving that 
farm, evidenced by the fact that it sent a technician to 
work with management to improve the technical work- 
ing conditions. 


Jacinto Sitoe, the mid-level technician assigned to the 
company, received his education in the GDR and hopes 
to be able to improve his theoretical training by putting 
it into practice at the company. 


Another potential producer of grains, especially corn, is 
Dinis Cardoso, a private farmer who, at the time of our 
reporter's visit to his farm, had already produced more 
than 50 tons of corn. 


To Sell, or Not To Sell, Fresh Corn 


By now the Government Agricultural Company at Mar- 
racuene has probably started harvesting, threshing, bag- 
ging, and possibly selling the corn, as private farmer 
Cardoso has been doing. However, the question of 
whether to sell fresh corn on the cob has caused some 
controversy in Marracuene agricultural circles. While 
the farmers—both private and government—urge doing 
so to improve the financial condition of their companies, 
the district government says that although this might in 
fact solve their economic problems, it doesn’t solve the 
hunger problem. 
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Actually, with the exception of the family farms, those 
two units are the ones that are probably marketing the 
corn because all the others have already exhausted their 
supplies by selling it while it was still “green.” 


In fact, a substantial part of the roasted corn being sold 
in the streets of the capital city comes from Marracuene. 


In the opinion of Zefanias Mathe, this situation, which 
creates a false impression of self-sufficiency, has created 
serious difficulties for the battle against hunger. 


Namibia 


RSA Announces Vacating of National Assembly 
MB2702131089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1305 GMT 27 Feb 89 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 27 SAPA—AIl the members of 
Namibia's National Assembly should vacate their seats 
on March | this year, according to a proclamation 
published in the GOVERNMENT GAZETTE in Preto- 
ria today by the acting state president, Mr Chris Heunis. 


The proclamation was made in terms of Section 6 (1) (F) of 
the South West Africa Legislative and Executive Authority 
Establishment Proclamation of 1985. It appears in GOV- 
ERNMENT GAZETTE number 11,725. 


The measure will pave the way for UN-supervised elec- 
tions in the territory, in accordance with the indepen- 
dence process that has been set in motion. 


The officer commanding the military component of the 
UN Transitional Assistance Group in Namibia, Lieuten- 
ant-General Dewan Prem Chand, arrived in Windhoek 
at the weekend to prepare for the deployment of the 
military component of UNTAG during the indepen- 
dence process. 


SWAPO Denies Toxic Waste Agreement 
EA2302202289 Addis Ababa Voice of Namibia 
in English 1900 GMT 22 Feb 89 


[Text] SWAPO has categorically refuted as false allega- 
tions that it has signed a contract with a Swiss agent for 
dumping nuclear waste in independent Namibia, 
describing the allegations as an unfounded fabrication 
and part of South Africa’s dirty campaign to tarnish the 
image of the organization. A SWAPO press release made 
available in Luanda, the Angolan capital, castigated the 
Paris-based JEUNE AFRIQUE magazine for publishing 
unfounded reports in its 4 and 11 January 1989 editions. 
The magazine claimed that SWAPO president Dr Sam 
Nujoma signed a contract with a so-called Swiss finan- 
cial tycoon by the name of (Arnold Andreas Kunstler), 
said to be an advocate for one Ronald Strauss. 


The release said: Had JEUNE-AFRIQUE properly 
investigated its report and contacted SWAPO instead of 
rushing to the press with this fabrication, which is a part 
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of South Africa’s orchestrated anti-SWAPO campaign, 
the magazine could have dismissed the allegations with 
the contempt they deserve. SWAPO said that in August 
1988, a certain Mr (Arnold Andreas Kunstler), who 
identified himself as a Swiss national from Berne in 
Switzerland, telexed the SWAPO provisional HQ in 
Luanda, requesting an audience with the organization. 
Mr (Kunstler), in one of his telex messages to SWAPO, 
claimed that some of their bankers and industry bosses 
are members of the Swiss-South African Friendship Club 
and that they are opposing the USA and are supporting 
SWAPO. He added that our group is ready, willing, and 
able to see SWAPO bring Namibia to independence 
without foreign debt, including the approximate $800- 
million guaranteed bank loans by South Africa. We will 
not involve ourselves, nor would we make any reference 
as to how SWAPO should run Namibia. We feel that 
with a lot of good and honest help, independent Namibia 
can show the world that majority rule in South Africa 
can also work. 


According to the SWAPO release, when the liberation 
movement became suspicious about the approaches of 
Mr (Kunstler), it launched its own investigations to find 
out more about this affair, establish the credentials of 
(Kunstler) and his (?set-up), their motives and objec- 
tives. Upon finding out what type of character this 
(Kunstler) was and the true nature of the offer, SWAPO 
immediately terminated all contacts with him. 


At no time did the SWAPO president (?meet) Mr 
(Kunstler), let alone sign the alleged agreement to dump 
nuclear waste in Namibia after independence. No SWAPO 
official or representative ever reached or signed an agree- 
ment, undertaking, or understanding on behalf of SWAPO 
with (Kunstler) or any of his associates, SWAPO noted. It 
is malicious propaganda to allege that SWAPO, which for 
the past 3 decades has waged a bloody and bitter liberation 
struggle in which thousands of our compatriots have 
sacrificed their lives in the name of freedom and indepen- 
dence, can sell out and endanger the lives of the same 
people in return for the payment of some millions of 
dollars, which neither SWAPO nor the Namibian people 
ever [word indistinct], the release declared. 


It said that the allegations, coming at a time when 
Namibia is heading for the implementation of UN 
Security Council Resolution 435, starting on Ist April 
and [words indistinct] elections on Ist November 1989, 
are designed to damage SWAPO's name in the eyes of 
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the Namibian people, who are set to vote for SWAPO in 
the elections. SWAPO will not now, nor in the future, 
entertain any offers, ideas, or plans that will be to the 
detriment of the Namibian people and nation, no matter 
how attractive financially or otherwise, the release said. 


The press release made available by the SWAPO Central 
Committee added that the movement's track record is 
clean and [word indistinct]. This is the reason it has 
decided to publicly release the telex communications 
involved in the (Kunstler) affair, in order to bury once 
and for all the unsavory and malicious propaganda 
published in the news media, especially in JEUNE 
AFRIQUE. 


The press release pointed out that in 1987, SWAPO 
exposed and led a successful campaign against the dia- 
bolic plan by the South African regime to allow a 
(?consortium) from the FRG to dump nuclear waste in 
the Namib Desert for $4 billion. SWAPO then and even 
now condemns the dumping of nuclear waste in the 
Namib Desert as a criminal and inhuman act that would 
endanger the lives of Namibians and cause irreparable 
damage the environment and ecology of Namibia. 
SWAPO also ascribes [as heard] to the OAU’s 1988 
decision not only condemning but banning the dumping 
of dangerous chemical waste on the African Continent. 


SWAPO Denounces Sweden Exclusion 
AU2402074689 Paris AFP in English 0640 GMT 
24 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] Lisbon, Feb 24 (AFP)}—The Southwest Africa 
People’s Organization (SWAPO) on Thursday denounced 
a U.N. decision “to exclude” Sweden from participation in 
a transition team charged with overseeing Namibia's inde- 


pendence. 


In a statement released in Luanda by the Angolan news 
agency ANGOP and received here, SWAPO said the 
decision not to include Sweden in the United Nations 
Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG) was made under 
pressure from Pretoria and was due to Sweden’s support 
for SWAPO. 


The statement added that the decision not to include 
Sweden and other countries which backed SWAPO 
could compromise the U.N.’s ability to supervise Nami- 
bia’s independence from South Africa. 


Twenty four countries are expected to contribute person- 
nel and equipment to UNTAG. [passage omitted] 
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Benin 


Ends Special Session, Cites ‘Plots’ 
AB2202113089 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 21 Feb 89 


[Excerpts] The preparatory meetings for the renewal this 
year of the Revolutionary National Assembly, ANR, are 
progressing smoothly. The Standing Committee of the 
ANR met yesterday and noted with satisfaction that the 
duties assigned were well executed. The Standing Com- 
mittee of the ANR asked the ad hoc committee be set up 
for the purpose to write an appraisal report, which wil 
be submitted to the next meeting of the ANR. The 
Standing Committee of the ANR took the opportunity to 
review the sociopolitical situation in our country, the 
People’s Republic of Benin. Here is the final communi- 
que issued after the proceedings of this extraordinary 
meeting of the ANR Standing Committee. It is read by 
Comrade Pierre Osho, secretary general of the ANR 
Standing Committee. 


[Begin recording] Officially installed on Friday, 27 July 
1984, for a 5-year term, the Second Legislature of the 
ANR is coming to an end. As part of the preparatory 
activities that it has planned for the 1989 Third Legisla- 
ture of the ANR, the Standing Committee of the ANR 
met on Monday, 20 February 1989 in an extraordinary 
session, under the chairmanship of its speaker, Comrade 
Romain Vilon Guezo. Following the examination of the 
report of the ad hoc committee in charge of drawing up 
the standing orders, the Standing Committee of the ANR 
noted with satisfaction that the deadlines set for the 
general programming of the duties to be carried out have 
been strictly adhered to and that the central bodies of the 
party and the state are actually getting down to work in 
order to ensure the smooth and faultless running of the 
various stages of the operations which are: first, the 
printing of electoral lists; second, the careful preparation 
of administrative documents for the constitution of the 
electoral commissions at various levels; third, the print- 
ing and the distribution of electoral cards; fourth, the 
democratic debates; fifth the elections. [passage omitted] 


With regard to the bright perspectives of the next peo- 
ple’s national elections, which are the guarantor of the 
preservation, the consolidation, and the harmonious 
development of a new institutional system introduced in 
our country in 1980, the entire laborious and militant 
Beninese people from all walks of life must realize the 
importance of the event and, once again, with increased 
determination, rally themselves in radical opposition to 
all that can hamper this freedom fight for democracy and 
social progress. More than ever, the significance of this 
urgent necessity can be clearly seen today in the face of 
the persistent difficulties and problems of all kinds 
resulting from the adverse effects of the continuing world 
economic crisis and increasingly odious plots against the 
revolutionary regime freely chosen by the laborious and 
sovereign people of the People’s Republic of Benin. 
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Drawing experience from their own national history, 
confident in their own future, and fully convinced of the 
justness of the political struggle of their party and their 
revolutionary state, the courageous people of Benin have 
managed to remain serene, vigilant, and determined by 
breaking free from odiously subversive and destabilizing 
plots hatched during these past few months by a handful 
of base elements prompted by the sordid desire to 
establish in this cou try disorder and anarch’ favorable 
to the diabolical designs of internal and external reaction 
and counterrevolution. In any case, the new society to 
which the laborious masses of our towns and rural areas 
aspire implies political stability, the safeguarding of the 
legitimately constituted revolution, and increasing con- 
fidence and determined participation by everyone in the 
development of the democratization of state power in 
our country, the People’s Republic of Benin. [passage 
omitted] [end recording] 


IMF, World Bank Delegations Meet Authorities 
AB2302213589 Dakar PANA in French 1553 GMT 
23 Feb 89 


[Text] Cotonou, 23 Feb (ABP-BEN/PANA)}—Two dele- 
gations representing the International Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank respectively, arrived in Benin a few 
days ago, a reliable source disclosed yesterday in Coto- 
nou. According to the same source, these two delega- 
tions, led by Francois Christian of the IMF and Emma- 
nuel Akpo of the World Bank respectively, have arrived 
to take part in the negotiations being conducted to draw 
up a structural adjustment program for Benin. 


The two [words indistinct] and the World Bank have 
already tackled the matter and are presently meeting 
competent Beninese authorities to finalize the negotia- 
tions and complete the documents in order to present 
them to the board of directors of their institutions, which 
will meet in March. According t) the Beninese authori- 
ties, this step in the negotiations with the IMF and the 
World Bank constitutes the last phase before the actual 


signing of an agreement. 
Burkina Faso 


Non-Governmental Human Rights Group Formed 
AB2002131889 Dakar PANA in English 1055 GMT 
20 Feb 89 


[Text] Ouagadougou, 20 Feb. (AIB/PANA)}—A non- 
governmental organisation to campaign for human 
rights in Burkina Faso has been launched. The constitu- 
tive assembly of the organisation, comprising some 100 
persons, met on Saturday in Ouagadougou to elect the 
executive committee with a Burkinabe judge, Mr. Alidou 
Ouedraogo, as chairman. The organisation also com- 
prises professionals from different walks of iife, includ- 
ing a medical doctor and two journalists. The executive 
committee has been asked to establish contact with the 
government to seek official recognition. The organisa- 
tion will work to safeguard the rights of the people to 
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ensure that the West African country does not in future 
witness such a dismal situation of abuse of rights as it 
had seen under the former governments, especially the 
National Council for the Revolution of the preceding 
government, Mr. Ouedraogo said. 


Gun Runners Intercepted in Ouagadougou 
AB2102229889 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 21 Feb 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Gun runners have been keeping police busy in 
Burkina Faso over the past few weeks. Two of their 
vehicles, one full of weapons, have been scized after 
entering the country via the southern border town of Po. 
Anders Mark Awuaman reports from Ouagadougou that 
the authorities are suspicious of the gun runners’ story 
that the weapons were destined for the Ivory Coast. 


[Begin studio announcer recording} The two automo- 
biles that were seized were a pick-up truck and a sedan, 
both registered with Ivory Coast plates. They b>th had 
arrive. on January 29 at the south central tov. of Po, 
where the Burkina Paracommando training « ver is 
located. According to Burkinabe [words indistinc:| based 
in Po, the gun runners were able to out-fox the customs 
agents on the outskirts of the town and made a rapid 
get-away. They were stopped, however, by police officers 
upon their entry into Ouagadougou. The bigger truck 
was transporting 24 rifles and over 2,000 12-calibre [as 
heard] cartridges. A second confiscation took place on 
February 6, also in Po and involved a car originating 
from Ghana. 


The passengers, al! Ivorians, claimed to have purchased 
their weapons, 23 rifles and 3,100 cartridges, in Ghana 
and were intending to resell them in Bouake in central 
Ivory Coast. The assistant commander of the Burkina 
gendermerie doubted the truth of this claim. Whencver 
we arrest smugglers here they always say that they are 
intending on selling their contraband in another country, 
explained Lieutenant Ouedraogo. They would never 
admit they are trading in Burkina, especially if they are 
running guns. These two seizures come (?exactly) at a 
time when, according to the French weekly magazine, 
JEUNE AFRIQUE, the Burkina ambassador ia Paris 
has received a number of anonymous telephone calls 
informing him of a supposed coup d'etat in his country. 
[end recording] 


USSR Donates Cinema Equipment 
AB1602115289 Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[Text] A ceremony for the presentation of equipment to 
the Fespace [Ouagadougou pan-African Cinema Festi- 
val] organizing Committee took place at the Mohamed 
Maiga Press House this morning. The donation, which 
includes two portable 35-mm projectors, was made by 
the Soviet Union to help promote African movies. While 


General Dr Hiroshi Nakajima ended yesterday night 
when he left Abidjan very satisfied with his visit to this 
country. In a press conference given before his depar- 
ture, the WHO director general expressed both his satis- 
faction and concern about health in the world. He was 
satisfied because today there are drugs that can be used 
against most of the endemic diseases. He was also 
worried because some diseases that were said to have 
been definitely eradicated have started to reappear. 
These diseases are yaws and smallpox. 


Liberia 


Israeli Envoy Cites “Special Relaticnship’ — 
AB2202221389 Monrovia Radio ELWA .« English 
1710 GMT 22 Feb 89 


[Text] The new Israeli ambassador to Liberia has 
expressed his country’s link vith Liberia as a special 
relationship that encourages Israel to provide technical 
assistance in several areas of development, including 
agriculture and health. The Israeli envoy is on a tempo- 
rary assignment to Liberia following his tenure of duties 
in the Philippines. 


According to news reports, the Israeli ambassador said 
Liberia is an important African country that deserves the 
cooperation of the international community for devel- 
opment assistance. The Isracli diplomat was spezking 
today when he met with the director general of the 
Liberia Broadcasting System, LBS Mr Alhaji Kromah. 
He disclosed that his country was prepared to open areas 
of cooperation with the Liberia Broadcasting System. 


In remarks, Mr Kromah said President Doe has endeav- 
ored to encourage a foreign policy based on broad-mind- 
edness and fair play. The LBS director general remarked 
further that peaceft:| coexistence of all nations and 
peoples was the common force of Liberia's foreign 
poiicy, end oll Liberia's friends should be fully aware of 
this appr2<ca. Mr Kromah also said that his agency was 
open to discussions on technical cooperation within the 
framework of the protocols of the bilateral relations 
between Liberia and Israel. 
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Nigeria 


Meets World Leaders in Japan 
AB2402100289 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 23 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] President Ibrahim Babangida has today in 
Tokyo, Japan, been holding talks with African and other 
leaders who are there for tomorrow’s funeral of Emperor 
Hirohito. Shortly on arrival there, the president went 
into discussions with the British foreign secretary, Sir 
Geoffrey Howe, followed by representatives of the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party of Japan and the chairman of 
the Nigeria-Japan Interpariiamentary Association, Mr 
(Shedrah Haradah). After that, general Babangida met 
the Togolese leader, President Eyadema, and the Zam- 
bian foreign minister. 


World leaders whom he will still meet include President 
George Bush of the United States; Mr "rancois Mitter- 
rand of France, President Jose Sarney of Brazi! and the 
Japanese prime minister, Mr Noboru Takeshita. Our 
correspondent says the funeral of a world dignitary often 
provides an opportunity for intense diplomatic activity 
as is now going on in Tokyo. [passage omitted] 


Holds Talks With Bush, Israeli 
AB2602i180189 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 26 Feb 89 


[Text] President Ibrahim Babangida and his Israeli coun- 
terpart, Hayim Herzog, have held talks on the situation 
in the Middle East. The meeting, which took place in 
Tokyo, Japan, was the first contact at the summit level 
between the two countries since Nigeria broke diplo- 
matic relations with Israel about 16 years ago. At the 
talks, General Babangida made it abundantly clear that 
Nigeria would not reconsider her position on the Middle 
East issue unless Israel recognized the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization, PLO, and the rights of the Palestin- 
ians to their own state. 


Mr Herzog also briefed the president on Israel’s position 
on the issue and other international (?problems). After 
the meeting, the minister of external affairs, Major 
General Ike Nwachukwu, told State House correspon- 
dents on the president’s entourage that the talks were 
held at the request of the Israeli leader. Before he left 
Tokyo, Gen Babangida also held talks with the American 
President, Mr George Bush, and the Japanese prime 
minister, Mr Noboru Takeshita. [words indistinct] Nige- 
ria’s economic recovery program. Gen Babangida’s dis- 
cussion with President Bush also dealt with the southern 
African crisis, and the (?situation) in Angola and Nami- 
bia. Meaawhile, President Babangida (?has just) 
returned to Lagos after a 3-day official visit to Japan, 
during which he attended the funeral of Emperor Hiro- 
hito and consulted with a number of other African and 
world leaders. 
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Government Denies Lukman Resignation Reports 
AB2202121689 Paris AFP in English 1201 GMT 
22 Feb 89 


[Text] Lagos, Feb 22 (AFP)—Nigerian Minister of Petro- 
leum Resources Rilwanu Lukman has not resigned, the 
government said here Wednesday [22 February] in a 
“categorical” statement. The statement was issued to 
quash persistent rumours that Mr. Lukman, who also has 
international status as president of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), had quit the 
ministerial post. A representative of the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation [words indistinct] that local and 
foreign press reports of Mr. Lukman’s resignation were 
unfounded, adding that the minister had no plans to go 
into politics, as speculated in some quarters. 


Army Chief Meets Labor Congress Executives 
AB2202211689 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 22 Feb 89 


[Text] The chief of general staff, Vice Admiral Augustus 
Aikhomu, today held a closed door meeting with the 
executives of the Nigeria Labor Congress, NLC. Their 
discussion centered on the 1989 budget as it affects 
Nigerian workers. A Radio Nigeria State House corre- 
spondent reports that the president of the NLC, Mr 
Pascal Bafyau, declined comments on the outcome of the 
meeting, but said he woud report to the central working 
committee of the congress, which will then decide the 
next line of action. On the possibility of the NLC 
forming a labor party, Mr Bafyau said that the central 
working committee will consider it. 


In another interview, the secretary to the Federal Mili- 
tary Government, Chief Olu Falae, who was at the 
meeting, said that there was an agreement to keep prices 
of commodities at reasonable level. On the fuel prices, he 
said it was agreed that everybody had to assist in the 
implementation of the policy. 


Also in an interview with the minister of employment, 
labor and productivity, Alhaji Abubakar Umar, said the 
meeting succeeded in creating understanding between 
workers and government since both sides believed in 
dialogue. On the issue of fringe benefits of workers, the 
minister said that the Ministry of Special Duties was 
looking into the issue. 


Australian Foreign Minister Visits Lagos 
AB1602114889 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] Nigeria and Australia yesterday in Lagos held 
talks on new areas of cooperation. The minister of 
external affairs, Mayor General Ike Nwachukwu, led the 
Nigerian delegation, while his Australian counterpart, 
Senator Gareth Evans, headed his country’s team. Dip- 
lomatic correspondent Joseph Azoro covered the talks: 


FBIS-AFR-89-037 
27 February 1989 


[Azoro] The new areas the two ministers examined 
concerned agriculture, science and technology, as well as 
education and trade. They also looked into the issue of 
exchanging of training programs, particularly in the area 
of research. Maj Gen Nwachukwu said that both coun- 
tries could complement each other in various economic 
development fields. He pointed out that there was a good 
investment climate for foreigners to get established in 
the country. 


Responding, Senator Evans said that exchange of visits 
between Nigeria and Australia would improve coopera- 
tion between the two countries. The Australian minister 
paid a courtesy call on President Ibrahim Babangida. He 
also visited places of interest including Obasanjo Farms 
in Otta, and the national museum, Onikan, Lagos. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Indian Delegation Arrives For Narcotics Talks 
AB2202201289 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 22 Feb 8&9 


[Excerpt] A treaty is being worked out between Nigeria and 
India for the control of trafficking in narcotics between the 
two countries. A delegation of the Indian Narcotics Con- 
trol Bureau is now in Nigeria for discussions on the 
modalities for drafting the treaty, which will be completed 
before they leave for home on Friday [24 February]. The 
delegation today had talks with the federal attorney general 
and minister of justice, Prince Bola Ajibola. Judiciary 
correspondent Kele Elisha was there. 


[Begin recording] The treaty, when completed, will be 
similar to those already signed with countries like the 
United States and Britain, as well as some other Com- 
monwealth nations. Nigeria’s legislation on drug-related 
offenses will provide the major base for the treaty. Prince 
Ajibola recounted the origin of drug addiction in the 
country and said that Nigerians were already familiar 
with Indian hemp, which the Indian visitors prefer to 
call cannabis or marijuana. The minister said cocaine 
and heroin surfaced in the 80’s and has created problems 
for the government. He said the situation was so disturb- 
ing, to the extent that government was taking a second 
look at the penalties described in the decree. Prince 
Ajibola said that in line with the feelings being expressed 
in other countries, particularly the United States, Nige- 
ria might reintroduce capital punishment. The death 
penalty was repealed in 1985 and life imprisonment was 
constituted in the [word indistinct] of 1984. Prince 
Ajibola regretted that despite government efforts, more 
people were still getting involved in drug trafficking. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


* Prominent Banker on Debt Conversion Success 
34000223a Enugu DAILY STAR in English 
25 Jan 88 p 1 


[Article by Nwabueze Okonkwo: “Banker Gives Recipe 
for Success”’] 


[Text] A prominent Nigerian banker, Mr Olurotimi 
Williams, has suggested a number of factors necessary 
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for a successful implementation of the debt conversion 
programme introduced by the federal government. 


Mr Williams, in a lecture he delivered at the national 
seminar on reviving the national econe 1y organised by 
the department of Finance and the finance students 
association, University of Nigeria, said Nigeria with an 
estimated N30 billion debt ranked among the highly 
indebted countries in the world. 


He observed that for the debt conversion programme to 
succeed, there must be among other things, 


e Adequate investment opportunities and infrastruc- 
tural development with relatively developed indus- 
trial base. 

e Relative devaluation of official currency and exchange 
rate parity between the parallel market and the official 
market. 

e And a definite political will to implement the pro- 
gramme and assurances of political continuity. 


Mr Williams, who is the general manager of the Corpo- 
rate Finance Division, International Merchant Bank 
Limited, explained that Nigeria’s debt crisis was princi- 
pally the result of massive borrowings during the oil 
boom years. 


This, he said, was compounded by the fact that the loans 
which were mainly of short to medium term maturities 
were used to provide balance of payments support and 
finance long term projects or directed to socially desir- 
able but no-income ventures. 


According to him, the collapse of the oil market in early 
80’s wiped out the expected repayment sources of these 
loans as Nigeria was 90 percent dependent on oil for her 
foreign exchange earnings. 


He noted that while the external debt was increasing the 
country’s Gross Domestic Product and foreign exchange 
earnings were declining. 


Gross foreign exchange earnings, he pointed out 
declined from about 26 million fas published] U.S. 
dollars in 1980 to about 7 billion U.S. dollars in 1988, 
while the total debt increased from 3.4 billion dollars to 
30 billion dollars within the same period. 


Senegal 


Tracts Denounce Bad Debts of Top Politicians 
AB2002181989 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 20 Feb 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 
[Text] Tracts circulating in the Senegalese capital, 


Dakar, have added fuel to the controversy over allega- 
tions that political favoritism is at the root of that 
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country’s current banking crisis. As Mark Doyle reports 
from Dakar, the documents claim that some top people 
in Senegal owe the banks money but have no intention of 
paying it back. 


[Begin Doyle recording] It is not possible to give details 
about the individuals and the amounts they are alleged 
by the tracts to owe because of Senegal’s libel laws. 
Suffice it to say that people at the very top levels of 
government are said to have millions and billions of 
CFA francs in bad debt. Some of the accused have issued 
public denials that they are bad debtors. One man said 
he did not even have an account at the bank he was 
alleged to owe money to. But the Ministry of Finance 
obviously takes the tracts seriously. Over the weekend, 
Finance Minister Serigne Lamine Diop warned that their 
authors will be tracked down and prosecuted for violat- 
ing banking secrets. Those found guilty face up to 6 
months in prison and a fine equivalent to 600 pounds. 
The minister said that the protection of banking  crets 
was vital if both local and foreign investors were wv have 
faith in the financial system. So far, the minister said, he 
did not know who was responsible for the documents. 


However, it is surely not a coincidence that the allega- 
tions against the top people have appeared at the same 
time as a wider crisis in the banking system. State- 
controlled banks in Senegal have expanded their lending 
rapidly in recent years as the government encouraged the 
development of an indigenous business class. But now 
the state banking sector, like most public investments, is 
being cut back as part of an IMF program. Several 
hundred jobs are threatened. Opposition parties have 
claimed that bank workers are thus being punished for 
over-lending by bank managers to their political and 
business friends. But no opposition party has yet claimed 
responsibility for the tracts. After the minister’s warning 
this weekend, they are most unlikely to do so. And at 
least one banking union has also denied having anything 
to do with the documents. 


In a specific warning to bank workers, the finance 
minister said that banking secrets were sacrosanct, and 
that any worker divulging them would be contributing to 
the demise of the system that employed him. [end 
recording] 


Muslim Groups Call For Ban on Satanic Verses 
AB2402101089 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 24 Feb 89 


[Text] There has been reaction to the Rushdie affair 
from two Muslim groups in the country. The Jamrah has 
published a statement that, at its end, calls on Muslims 
to be ~igilant and use all available means to answer 
provocation. It calls on editors and bookshop owners in 
Senegal never to take the grave responsibility of selling 
this novel in Senegal. It also calls on the government to 
do all in its power to ban the importation and sale of this 
novel, described by Jamrah as injurious and sacrilegious 
in Senegal. 
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There has also been reaction from the Islamic Movement 
for Charity and Education, which said that the importa- 
tion, distribution, and sale of the “Satanic Verses” by 
Salman Rushdie should not take place in our country. In 
a communique handed to the SENEGALESE PRESS 
AGENCY by its chairman, the movement expressed its 
indignation at the novel, which it describes as injurious. 
It strongly protests against this inadmissible aggression 
by this spokesman of the intolerant [word indistinct]— 
the enemies of the holy Islamic religion. 


Ministerial Meeting With Mauritania Begins 
AB2102093589 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 20 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] A Senegal-Mauritania ministerial meeting 
opened thi: afternoon at the Senegalese Foreign Minis- 
try. It was co-chaired by Senegalese Interior Minister 
Andre Sonko and his Mauritanian counterpart, Djibril 
Ould Abdellahi. The ambassadors of the two countries 
also took part in the opening ceremonies. Here is a report 
by Lahi Tall: 


[Tall] This meeting between Senegalese and Mauritanian 
authorities is expected to review bilateral cooperation. 
The 2-day meeting will also enable the two delegations to 
have consultations on issues of common interest. The 
importance of this meeting lies in the fact that it is taking 
place 3 weeks after the meeting between Presidents 
Abdou Diouf and Ould Taya in Yamoussoukro, Ivory 
Coast. There is a protocol agreement between Senegal 
and Mauritania involving all sectors. [passage omitted] 


Guinean President Conte Arrives 20 Feb 
AB2002204489 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 20 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] The Guinean head of state, General Lansana 
Conte, arrived in Dakar this afternoon. This visit is in 
response to Senegal President Abdou Diouf’s invitation 
to attend the conference on the effects of the locust 
invasion scheduled to open in Dakar on Thursday, 23 
February. [passage omitted] 


* Savane Urges Political Solution in Casamance 
34190039b Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
29 Dec 88 p 8 


{Article by Mamadou Sane: “Landing Savane: For a 
Political Solution’’] 


[Text] The general secretary of AND/JEF, the Revolu- 
tionary Movement for a New Democracy (AJ/MRDN), 
Mr Landing Savane, just visited Ziguinchor on a politi- 
cal tour that had first taken him to the Tambacounda 
and Kolda regions. Mr Savane also gave us an informal 
interview to place this tour in the proper context: his 
intention was to thank in person the people of these 
regions for their support during the February 1988 
election, and above all “to get in touch with the rank and 
file who have joined the party by the thousands and to 
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inform them of the new orientations adopted after the 
elections.” The AJ/MRDN general secretary stated in 
this respect that his party had considerably improved, 
and that it had experienced a massive influx of new 
members, in particular young people (but older people as 
well) who, he said, understood “the relevance of our 
words, during and after the elections and the post- 
election events that punctuated them.” Mr Landing 
Savane, who pointed out that his formation is not an 
electioneering party, stressed the revolutionary training 
of party members. For this, he added, ‘we shall focus on 
the young who are not contaminated with the virus of 
politics.”’ According to the AJ leader, “‘what is new is the 
self-organization of the masses with a view to settling the 
issues that concern them; the self-defense of the masses 
faced with an administration which retains the reflexes 
of a state-party administration.” Asked about his party’s 
position on the current political debate concerning the 
Crisis in state institutions, Mr Savane flatly stated that, 
for us, “‘neocolonialist institutions are institutions in a 
state of potential crisis. Neocolonialism,” he went on, 
“can be based only on falsification and double talk.” 
According to Mr Savane, the debate judged relevant “‘is 
the result of the post-election crisis”; while agreeing with 
Kader Boye, Mr Savane also believes that the debate is a 
ood illustration of “the advanced state of decay of 
negalese society, brought about by the neocolonialist 
presidential regime.”’ Mr Savane, who denies the govern- 
ment’s ability to conceive credible institutions, wonders 
about the fate of the forthcoming municipal and rural 
elections. He maintains that “the Socialist Party will do 
anything to eliminate the late 1989 elections.” 


According to the AJ leader, “The Socialist Party is 
weakened, divided, paralyzed by its internal problems, 
and unable to perform honorably if elections take place 
as scheduled.” Therefore, the opposition’s first battle 
will be “to prevent the Socialist Party from organizing a 
new fraud by postponing elections under false pre- 
tenses.” The AJ/MRDN leader pleaded for unity among 
the opposition, the major concern of the rank and file 
who, he maintained, told him about “their confusion in 
the face of a divided opposition, and the lack of any 
strategy and any consensus on a line of conduct to 
confront the regime and accelerate change.” Finally, 
asked about the fights which have just opposed national 
Army units and rebels from the indepc«ndence move- 
ment on the border with Guinea-Bissau, the AJ general 
secretary recalled the position of his party: the Casam- 
ance problem is a political problem which requires a 
political solution for the Senegalese people as a whole, 
one that will respect the unity and integrity of the 
territory. Otherwise, Landing Savane added, the people’s 
children will continue to die in this “dirty war” which 
benefits only snake--brained politicians. 


* Details on Clash Between Soldiers, Rebels 
34190039a Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
29 Dec 88 p 8 


{Article by Mamadou Sane: “Dirty War’ in Casam- 
ance”’] 


[Text] Casamance, 26 December 1982: A march for 
independence is organized in the town of Ziguinchor. 
The national flag is desecrated at the governorate and at 
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the police station. 6 December 1983: Two gendarmes are 
butchered in Diabir, on the southern edge of Ziguinchor. 
Twelve days later, on 18 December 1983 (a Sunday), 
Ziguinchor wakes up amidst an armed insurrection for 
independence. This brief reminder proves, if need be, 
that since the early 1980’s Basse Casamance has become 
a center of persistent tensions and the scene of particu- 
larly painful events. National unity and the integrity of 
the country’s territory are brutally challenged by an 
independence movement which claims to be affiliated to 
the Movement of Casamance Democratic Forces 
(MDFC). After withdrawing into the bush in 1983, the 
rebels now engage in guerrilla warfare against regular 
troops and the Gendarmerie. There has been a succes- 
sion of ambushes and squirmishes, with an increasing 
number of casualties. In this atmosphere of strong ten- 
sion and latent civil war, another confrontation took 
place 2 weeks ago. 


Bindialoum Mandjacque 2, Monday 19 December 1988, 
7:00: For many officers and soldiers of the national 
Army and for the peaceful inhabitants of this town and 
its immediate surroundings, this name and date will 
remain for a long time a nightmare, a stunning blow they 
cannot forget. Peopled with Mandjacques, an ethnic 
group astride over the Bissau-Senegal border, this anon- 
ymous hamlet of the rural community of Boutoupa- 
Camaracounda, surrounded by the immense, fearsome 
and inaccessible bush of Casamance thriving again after 
heavy rains, was the scene of a particularly violent 
confrontation, reliable witnesses reported, between 
troops belonging to the national Army and rebels from 
the Casamance independence movement which had 
withdrawn into the bush since the armed insurrection of 
Sunday, 28 December 1983 in Ziguinchor. The rebels 
ambushed Army units in a remote area, on the right side 
of the hamlet, not far from the border village of Outambe 
Itouck, in Guinea-Bissau territory; there were casualties. 
On Saturday, 17, and Sunday, 18 December, 20 trucks or 
so coming from inland, in particular from Thies, Dakar, 
and Thiaroye via Tambacounda, Velingara, and Kolda, 
brought Army units—mostly commandos and para- 
troopers—to the village of Soukouta (a rural community 
seat in the Arrondissement of Niaguis) which was thus 
converted into a huge bunker. Early (at dawn) on Mon- 
day, 19 December, troops from the national Army 
started toward the bush to patrol it and “expel the rebels 
from their stronghold.”’ They were already deep into that 
fearsome bush, several hundreds of meters from the 
village of Bindialoume Mandjacque 2, when they fell 
into an ambush carefully laid for them by the rebels. Cut 
from their rear base and caught in a net, the soldiers tried 
to disengage themselves. There followed a confrontation 
of singular violence which, witnesses agree, turned to the 
advantage of the rebels. There were heavy casualties 
among Army personnel: at least two dead and six 
wounded, some seriously, with automatic weapons or 
knives. Other soldiers are reported to have disappeared 
in the bush. Their number is not known, nor is their fate 
or that of the rebels. Villagers who had gone to the 
Soukouta clinic on Monday morning stated that the fire 
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was so intense and violent that it reminded them of the 
height of the PAIGC [African Party for the Indepen- 
dence of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde] liberation war, 
on the northern front. Fire continued intermittently and 
sporadically for a good part of the morning. 


We should point out, however, that the Casamance task 
force (south military zone) was not directly involved in 
the Monday morning fighting. It was only in the after- 
noon that news of the confrontation reached Ziguinchor, 
where the population was attending its daily business as 
usual, in peace and security, in the town as well as 
outside (rice harvest). Considerable movements of mili- 
tary vehicles, covered with dust, were observed, hurrying 
in and out of town through the southern road; they were 
carrying fresh combat troops, equipment, and rations. 


The news was also confirmed indirectly by Army staff 
obituaries broadcast shortly before the 8 o’clock news, 
announcing the “accidental death” of a sergeant and a 
private; the location was not indicated. Since then, the 
Army has been ready for action in Casamance. Massive 
Army reinforcements and units from the Gendarmerie 
intervention force, in other words a good part of the 
Army, have been sent to the “front,” especially to certain 
Strategic points such as Kaguite (marines), Mpack, 
Bademe, Barcamanao, etc. The population does not 
seem to complain about this massive military stage 
setting; it even seems reassured, contrary to what was the 
case at the end of 1986. This military presence on land is 
supported by Air Force aircarft which take off from their 
base at the Ziguinchor airfield and continuously fly over 
the area around Ziguinchor and even over the town. 
Ziguinchor is simmering with excitement and the popu- 
lation seems unanimous in questioning the rationale for 
the operation aimed at dislodging the rebels. People here 
point out that, since they (the rebels) no longer represent 
a serious threat to the security of Ziguinchor and the 
villages around which they have been lurking for 5 years, 
the operation seems meaningless. 


Certainly, psychosis did rear its head in that particularly 
explosive month of December, and the most sordid 
speculators and alarmists gave free rein to their imagi- 
nation; but we must point out that, at present, the 
assumption that the rebels will burst into the towns does 
not make sense. Therefore, the Army intervention, 
which some call a “useless provocation,” will just rekin- 
dle a fire that seemed about to go out. 


Certainly, the fighting last Monday was violent, but it 
had happened before. Remember the ambush in which 
Lieutenant Sow died, hardly a year and a half ago, and 
others, less spectacular. Sporadic squirmishes, as can be 
seen, are a Common occurrence in the bush. 


* Bank Crisis Pits Government Against Unions 
34190038b Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
30 Dec 88 pp 10-11 


[Article by Mamadou Ndiaye: “Banks: An Iron Hand”) 


[Text] A shock wave is currently passing through the 
national financial world. On Thursday afternoon, 22 
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December, the bank employees’ union, SYTBEFS 
[expaasion unknown], declared a 24-hour strike for the 
next day, Friday, as a warning to the authorities who 
approved a policy to restructure the banking system. The 
workers want to preserve what they have by safeguarding 
their primary asset: their jobs. The government, on the 
other hand, feeling the effect of external constraints, is 
planning to consolidate the banks under its authority by 


regrouping them in a pool. 


To unravel the intricacies of the situation, both sides 
have had intense negotiations, headed at times by Labor 
Minister Moussa Ndoye and at other times by Serigne 
Lamine Diop, minister of economy and finance. Both of 
these officials only repeated to the people they were 
meeting with at the time what everybody already knows. 
Moreover, Moussa Ndoye, a poor negotiator who has a 
post in a key sector, irritated labor representatives by his 
“sketchy knowledge” of banking matters. The minister 
of economy, for his part, pounded his fist on the table 
while stating in an “inelegant” manner that the decisions 
made are “irreversible.” 


This is what sparked the anger of the union members and 
led to the call for a show of force with the impressive 
mobilization of the 22 sections of SYTBEFS. Meetings 
of shareholders abound in financial institutions. The 
public is alerted. The government is doubtful and even 
worried about the turn of events, particularly since 
leaders have threatened to call a press conference and 
disclose “what has ruined the economy and brought the 
banks to their knees.”’ This is the way this unexpected . 
show of force began, punctuated with negotiations 
throughout the Christmas weekend. 


Although 75 percent of the banks went along with the 
decision to strike, there are nonetheless some detractors 
who could jeopardize the outcome of the battle. The 
decision made by the leaders of SYTBEFS to postpone 
the strike to enable the bilateral talks with the authorities 
to be pursued as of Monday, the 26th, shows a certain 
desire to stop up the holes so as to go to the front united, 
as a union member encountered in the corridors of the 
former Labor Exchange said. 


The Professional Banking Association (APB) is also 
going through an internal mini-crisis as a result of the 
removal of its president, Aristides Alcantara, from the 
head of the USB [Senegalese Banking Union]. It was, 
however, represented at the negotiations by Amadou 
Maleine Niang Dg from Sonabanque and Mr Piccard de 
la Biao, called the “butcher” by agents of Biao-Paris. In 
other words.... The two big shots, however, say they do 
not know anything about the restructuring policy. This 
may not appear to be accurate, for two reasons. First of 
all, the APB is an employers’ organization that advises 
the government. The government could therefore not 
initiate a new banking policy without consulting with the 
APB. Second, the restructuring affects Sonabanque 
above all, which, by the way, is one of the weakest links 
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in the banking chain. It is this paradoxical attitude that 
led the secretary general of the CNTS [National Confed- 
eration of Senegalese Workers] to say: “The APB is 
falling to pieces!” 


It is now clear that the banking system is in crisis. And it 
is a profound crisis. Aside from the immobilization of 
large amounts of credit, about 400 billion worth, the 
economy is “overbanked,” or in other words there are 
two times too many banks for the absorptive capacity of 
the Senegalese economy. The result is that the BNDS 
[Senegal National Development Bank], the USB, the 
SOFISEDIT [Senegalese Financial Company for the 
Development of Industry and Tourism], and Sonaban- 
que, the so-called public banks in short, have a total of 
130 billion in outstanding debts, which will never be 
recovered! 


The freeze on credit prevents these establishments from 
operating normally. The solution advocated by the gov- 
ernment is to regroup all these debts into a single 
portfolio, which would henceforth be managed by a 
single bank created by merging the four bankrupt banks. 


But—and there is a but—the lenders do not intend to put 
up the money to back this policy unless the government 
itself wipes out the | 30 billion in debts. In other words, 
new Capital will not be available unless the sector is made 
sound. The workers, on the other hand, view this 
requirement as a dictate that poorly conceals an una- 
vowed intention. They say that international financiers 
are concerned about recovering the positive balance and 
are foisting off the noninterest bearing negative balance 
onto the government. 


Job Cuts 


Translated into simpler terms, the lenders are more or 
less telling this to the government: “You have loaned a 
lot of money to relatively insolvent people. It is up to you 
to figure out how to recover these funds. Otherwise you 
need to do what you can to refill the empty coffers of the 
banks and then we will come in to consolidate the 
operating account.” In plain language, if this option is 
adopted, it means in the view of the workers that jobs 
will be cut. SYTBEFS disclosed that the corporation had 
700 dismissals in less than 2 years out of a total staff of 
2,500 employees. According to its own estimates, as 
many employees are expected to leave by the end of the 
upcoming restructuring. According to Serigne Lamine 
Diop, who unfortunately had no further explanations to 
offer: *“These statistics are exaggerated.” 


In a radio interview on 27 December, the finance min- 
ister nevertheless lifted a corner of the veil to reveal the 
government's intentions. His words, heavy with threats 
and disturbing to the workers, are in keeping with the 
turn events took on the evening of the 28th, during 
SYTBEFS’ most recent general assembly. Impatiently 
awaited, the assembly approved a return to work on 29 
December. SYTBEFS’ management. g.. en its mandate 
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by the members, managed to conduct all the negotiations 
to ease the situation. It was up to the employers to speak 
out clearly on the new approach to adopt. 


There was consensus on the defects in the immobiliza- 
tion resulting from the warning strike on Thursday, 22 
December: the BICIS [International Bank of Commerce 
and Industry of Senegal], the BHS [expansion unknown], 
and the SGBS [General Banking Company of Senegal] 
did not go along with the decision to strike, blunting the 
edge of the radicalism of the first few days. For the union 
officers and members alike, conducting a movement 
under these conditions only gives the government an 
opportunity to proceed with deflation without taking any 
other legal steps. Especially when Serigne Lamine Diop 
makes the ambiguous statement that: “I did not say that 
there would be no cuts. Neither did I say that there 
would not be any.” The workers, who are still feeling 
threatened, would probably like to know what he means. 


Divisions in the Labor Unions 


The current situation of the Senegalese banks is the 
result of poor credit policies. The workers deplore this, 
and add that appointing managers who are relatively 
inexperienced in the business to head the banks has 
brought on the bankruptcy of the system. The few banks 
which are relatively sound financially re-export their 
profits, rather than promoting personnel. 


The accumulation of these various negative factors has 
pushed the workers’ patience to its limits, and they have 
made the defense of their jobs the cornerstone of their 
united struggle. The injustices being uncovered and the 
emerging inequalities, added to unfair dismissals, have 
contributed to radicalizing the workers who only yester- 
day were willing to make sacrifices to save their enter- 
prises. Today the labor struggle is atypical, since it is the 
lower-level employees themselves who dictate to man- 
agement the direction to take. They are demanding 
written guarantees and a timetable for action on the 
various proposals included in the list of demands. Hav- 
ing learned from SUTSAS'’ [Single Union of Health and 
Welfare Workers] experience, the members of SYTBEFS 
believe that if the strike is prolonged, it is not only bound 
to have a boomerang effect on public opinion, but it will 
also provide a tool for pressuring the authorities who use 
“delaying tactics.” 


This having been said, the divisiveness observed in the 
ranks of SYTBEFS illustrates differing motives. The 
traditional bank employees are less determined than 
their colleagues in the banks to be merged. This apparent 
contradiction in workers’ interests has its extreme in the 
ambiguous strategy of the directing body. It is dragging 
its feet and feeling its way along. Doudou Issa Nias, who 
is the secretary general, is hard on the government 
authorities, whom he accuses of being at the origin of the 
elimination of responsible participation. 


Cut jobs to reduce costs, that is the government’s doc- 
trine to get the banks back on their feet. The workers 
retort that to make the sector sound again, the bad debts 
need to be covered and the principle for granting credit 
needs to be strictly observed. The game is far from over. 
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